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TRIBUTES TO A “FINE PHYSICIST”

My first encounter with Varmaji was a formal one. That was in the month
of July 1975 when I, as a fresh and a raw M. Sc. graduate, appeared for the
interview at PRL to embark on a scientific career as a research student. Little
did I know about him or his science. But, the person who, by his central
position in the Interview Committee appeared to be its head, was dignified,
friendly, kind and receptive. The interview, I had then felt, did go on very
smoothly though, in retrospect, I know now that I had learnt more about
Physics from him than I had presented as a prospective research student.
Later in the day, when I was waiting at the PRL accounts section (in the front
building) to collect my travel money, he personally came and suggested to me
that I could think of joining PRL in a couple of days time. Within a few
weeks of this incident, I had a reason to seek advice from Prof. N. Mukunda
(of the Indian Institute of Science at Bangalore) regarding the offer from PRL.
Prof. Mukunda not only recommended me to join PRL but also mentioned the
name of a “fine physicist” working in the Theoretical Physics Area. The full
meaning as well as the implications of those two simple-sounding words did
not, of course, strike me immediately. However, very fortunately, I had, over
the years, ample time and opportunities to understand as well as appreciate

what those words really meant !

My association with Varmaji as a research student lasted for about five
years. During this period, I had many occasions to see in him the working
of an inspiring teacher, a ‘fine’ physicist and a very warm human being. In
science, he has that uncanny ability to see through a maze of often clumsy

and unwanted details, and then focus attention on the crux of the matter. I







