
Preliminary report on the concerris on the proposed medical college

at Karapuzha, Waynad

A new medical college is proposed and is under construction at Waynad. This report is based on site

visit, discussions with the project officerGn site and various documents procured from the site office

and though the RTI act.

This report presents the prima facie concerns. The detailed report which includes spatial analysis
and projections is being prepared. Following are the immediate concerns:

~

We, the undersigned urge the project management to immediately address the above facts and

The construction work is happening at an ecologically sensitive site close to natural forests.

It falls in the ESI-1 of the report submitted by the Western Ghat Ecology Expert Panel. A

project costing more than 60 crores at such an ecologically sensitive area, should have been

started after a detailed Environmental Impact Assessment which includes Public Hearing of

FIA. No such process has happened on ground.
The health department has given an affidavit which states that a 300 bed hospital is

functioning in the district and is operated by authorities instituting the proposed medical

college. This affidavit is downright absurd. There is no hospital there, it is just a construction

site, as of now.
The stream flowing through the construction site has been dammed and water impounded.
This is an action which should have been done after cautious studies on the water table, the

stream flow and the impact of damming. Moreover, it is unclear who has given permission
for construction of a private dam and reservoir in the site.

No document has made it clear that which authority has given the permission to convert

an existing estate land for non-plantation activities. This is a historically critical erroneous

move. The complex and climax forests have been cleared for establishment of estates which

paved way of killing off many of the ecosystem services provided by the forests. The estates

which came up could in a small way continue few of those services like prevention of soil

erosion and water retention. The current move of shift from estate to non estate activities

will kill off these ecological services too.

The construction site is located in the in the upstream catchment of the Kazappuzha
reservoir and the site forms origin of three streams flowing to the reservoir, out of which

two are perennial. The soil here is deeply weathered, and annual average rain fall of the

locality is far above the state average. These facts put together point to a crucial aspect
of the problem at hand; i.e. the possibility of contamination of not only the ground water

aquifers in the in the region but also the Karappuzha reservoir which forms the source of

drinkingwaterefnearly half a dozen Panchayats drinking water programmes.
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rectify them, until which the construction may be stopped.

Dr TV Sajeev
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