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4 billion of us ‘

/7 . Dur population will nearly double by AD 20008 There
will be one sdditional India. Thers will be a billion of us*,
From the point of view of each individual, the enviromment will
ba composed mainly of other people comneting for the same
rescurees. Peagle eating, if they ecan find the food; people ,
washings; if they ean find the water; people sleeping, if they
can find the spacej people moving, if they can find the transport;
people working, if they can find work.

What kind of problems =re in stoye for us « you and me -
in AD 20007 e

In order to meet our needs, it will be necessary to
incresse the production of food and other necessities and to ansure 
their equitable distribution, To ensure the survival of uurselva&
and our children, we will need to exploit more vigourously the x
resources we pe@ssess, Yet the further explaita;icn of our

resources also threatems our existence because of the undesirabile
by-products of agricul tural intensifieation and industrialisation,
The very act of éxploitatian will cause changes in the envﬁ;ronﬁent
which will make life difficult, if not unbsarable for our grand
ehildren, , -

In ar&ar to feed s population of a billion at the *presem

//

levels of nourishment « which are extremely lov - we will mea to
produce between 200 and 250 million tonnes of foodgrains eﬁr_er&_ yeay

* Unless pestilence, fagine or wir reduce our members ing ﬁha\
meantime or we -mrsm & massive prograume of campulsory‘
sterilimt.ion aftqr one child per couple,




or between double and three times what we are pmd‘ueing nowW.
Half our land is already under mtivation. We have to reserve
a. quartgr for ferssts. The mst is either desert or semiedesert
o;‘ which only a small proportion ean be cultivated through large-
scale irrigation requiring emormous capital investments,

We thus have o FI%O twice ag much food as we are
doing today from little more than the same cultivsted land area.
On these lands we have to plant the new varieties of rice and
vheat which demand large quantities of water, fertilizers and
pesticides, We will need to use well over 20 millien tonnes of

nitrogen fertilizer every year. This will leach into rivers and
poll/uh them creating a sharta.ga of drinking water, already in
cri%ieally short supply.

With smell populations, one ean grow little patﬂhes of
‘.»’different erope and s8¢ lessen the threat from disesse and :Lnswt
pesm. With large concentrated populations, you cannot d;o this;
you mw 10 grow bilg areas of the same crops. 1In order to pxate«
thesc, you have to use massive quantities of pesticides, T}xése
are ﬁmisomus substances. We slready have the highest cqmwéntm
tion ef‘ DDT in body fat in the world (26 parts per million a,s
agaixist 12 parts per million in the WSA, vhich has barmd thg\us
of Bm‘). -Such high concentrations of DDT ean cause hyparmusia‘ia
eirrh@sis of the liver, liver cancer and other diseases. A peri
of prblanged physical stress = say by manuel labour in the hot
sun A which utilises these fatily food reserves could mczrease thy
le‘féls of pesticides eiim lating in the body to fated 1@?@15.

” Pesticides are indiseriminate killers. Thaykill not
_only the pests but also their natural ememies, It frg;ﬁugnély
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