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COMMENT

In a letter to the editor of a New
Delhi based national daily a

reader, Ram Bharose, wrote:
Sar:

Hindus all over the world
are

tired
around

getting sick and
of being pushed

in their
country....We are tired
of the Governments
appeasement of the
Why should they
be allowed to have four
order to
procreate more so that
day they will
our Hindu

own

Muslims.
wives in
one
out-number
brethren?

Yours faithfully,

Ram Bharose.

Population Myths On Minorities

The letter hardly says anything new 1th
has not been said before, ‘ad infinitum’,
by especially communal
propagandists.  Bal Thackeray too,
reportedly, alleged that Muslims had
increased from 10 to 25 crores in the

last two years.

Communal forces of especially the
Sangh Parivar have pilloried the
Muslim minority community in
particular for the explosive growth of
the Indian population, spawning a
grolcsqué population thesis. With
great conviction they will express

reasons why Muslims will soon

outnumber Hindus. Their reasoning

goes like this :

* As Muslims are allowed to have four
wives, they invariably have more
children.

* as they generally are opposed to
family planning, the birth rate among
them is much higher than other

religious communities.
* their growth-rate is higher (than that
of Hindus) because of their religion,

Islam.

* their numbers have also been

increasing due to conversions.

* their growth rate being higher they

" will soon outnumber the Hindus.

These and other allegations are made so
often that they become cliches accepted |
as facts. And when communal forces
take control, the dividing line between
myth and reality gets blurred. True
facts, on the other hand, are dclibéralely
ignored and suppressed.

Appeals are made not to people’s
minds but to their passions, emotions
and deep-seated fears and prejudices.
Logic, history, facts and figures, will
however indicate where such

allegations, etc. end, and facts begin.
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