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30th January 2001

Mr. C. C. Mathew,
Advocate and Notary Public,
Sulthan Bathery,

Pin Code 673 592,

District Wayanad. [Kerala]

Dear Sir,

Erection of Solar Powered Electric Fence at Ramballi Setilement for Research
On Elephant Depredations and Extent of Community Participation in Resolving
Human-Elephant Conflict

This has reference to the discussions Mr.M.O.Sriram and Mr.A Madhusudan of AERCC have had with you
on the subject cited above over the past two months. They have apprised me of your recommendations in
regard to the documentation required in order to safeguard the interests of the organisation.

I recently had occasion to discuss the subject in some detail with Mr.V K Sinha, the Chief Conservator of
Forests [Wildlife] — cum — Chief Wildlife Warden, Trivandrum. The Forest Department of Kerala has
agreed, in principle, to our installing the fence within the forest lands surrounding Ramballi settlement as
part of our research project. We expect to presently receive a formal communication in this regard.

We shall be thankful for your assistance in the matter of documentation vis-3-vis the imhabitants of
Ramballi settlement, and furnish below the relevant information / particulars.

The Asian Elephant Research and Conservation Centre [“AERCC”] is a division of the Asian Nature
Conservation Foundation [“ANCF”], a public charitable trust registered at Bangalore . The principal
objects of ANCF concern nature conservation. The addresses are given in this letter-head.

We have initiated a research project to test new designs of solar-powered electric fences that are cost-
effective elephant deterrents and to develop methods and models of community participation in the
alleviation of human-clephant conflicts not inconsistent with the current policies relating to conservation of
the Asian elephant. AERCC has identified Ramballi settlement within the Sulthan Bathery Range of the
Wynad Wildllife Sanctuary as a suitable and appropriate location to initiate the research project described
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