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increase, particularly if human population is
reduced by rescttlement. Downstream of the dam
wildlife habitat will decrease, but as detailed above,

the floodplain is no longer an important dry season
refuge.

2. Large Aquatic Animals

Crocodile and hippopotamus are abundant in the
river and some dhesheegs and swamps. Despite
being confined to the vicinity of the river, their
combined biomass cxceeds threefold that of all
other larger wildlife throughout the TEBS arca.
Population size and density were estimated in the
sample acrial censuses and during total acrial sur-
veys of the river (Watson and Nimmo 1988). Five-
hundred and cighty-scven hippopotamuses and
1,537 crocodiles were seen during a total count in
Jiilaal 1987. Hippopotamus were evidentin all river
scctions from III south, but rcached highest density
in Scction V. Crocodiles were seen in all sections
with most in Sections IV, V, and VI. Allowing for
sampling procedures in the various surveys, the
Jubba is probably home to 3,000 to 6,000 hip-
popotamuses and 40,000 to 150,000 crocodiles
(Watson and Nimmo 1988). Crocodile density is
exceptionally high.

Alter filling of the reservoir behind Baardheere
Dam, alarge ncw water body will Icad to an increase
in populations of crocodile and hippopotamus. Fish
populations undcrgo a rapid increase behind new
dams, creating a large food supply for crocodiles.
Although some currently favored basking and nest-
ing sites on sand banks will disappear, the large lake
perimeter will provide many new ones. The extent
of increase in hippopotamus populations is more
difficult to predict. Suitable herbaccous forage may
be relatively scarce around the reservoirin the carly
ycars (scc Scction VILE)

Freshwater turtles and their nests were also scen
during acrial surveys and fisheries studics. They
remain unidentified.

3. Smaller Wildlife

Birds in Middle and Lower Jubba were assessed by
JESS and, in forests between Bu'aale and Fanoole
Barrage, by Somali Rescarch Project. Smaller
mammais of the Jubba forests were also studied by
SRP.

JESS studics concentrated on birds which breed in
Europe and Asia, but spend the northern winter in
Africa (palcarctic migrants). Distribution of thesc

Crocodiles are significant predators of people and livestock.







