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SAGARESHWAR WILDLIFE
%N_CTUARY (DIST. SANGLI), NOV 8

TAKE ONE: A sambar appears
from behind a rock. Unhurried, it gets
down to bask in'the moming Sun. A
desperate bark, and the sambar leaps
| todisappear:

Take two: The sarmbar reappears.
This time, there are two dogs chasing
the female sambar and its fawn which
canbarelyrun.

Take three: One of the dogs keeps
the female Sambar busy, though she
tries frantically to ward the intruders

fawn. ‘
THE deer sanctuary = at
Sagareshwar has a problem —- stray
dogs. They in fact rule the 10 sq km-
sanetuary, hounding fawns at will.
Dogs from nearby villages are a
problem, says a forest guard at
Sagareshwar sanctuary. “ They (the
dogs) are habitual killers. There are
cases when fawns or ailing deer fall
pray to packs of marauding dogs,”
the guard told The Indian Express,

off. The other almost throttles the

‘on the condi-

" tion of .

anonymity.
The guard
stated that a
few = “weak
deer”  had
been killed by
the dogs in
the past while
some more
had been in-

" jured.

* Deputy
Conservator
of' ' TForests
(Wildlife, Kol-
hapur ramge)
Ashok
Salunkhe ad- sanctuary
mitted  that 3
village dogs intruded into the sanc-
tuary, yet maintained that the dog
menace was not “thatserious’.

Farmers in the villages surround-
ing the sanctuary were not prepared
to blame the village dogs. “What
about those deers which ravage our
standing crops,” shot back a farmer
from Takari at the foothills of

A stray dog from a village attacks a fawn in the sagareshw.ir

?

Sagareshwar, when he was told
about the stray dogs, possibly from
hisvillage, were trying to kill a fawn.
There are complaints about deer
damaging crops, Salunkhe. said,
making a point that his office has al-
ready forwarded aproposal to fence
the sanctuary. “It’s pending for ap-
proval,” he said.

| Marauélmg dogs threaten Sagareshwar deers

Fencing hard]y would solve the
problem, says a senior wildlife offi-
cer. Further it is a costly proposal
Electric fefies were also tried in
some sanctuaties, but it needs heavy
maintenance, he said,

There appears no. unanimity
over the solution. Foresters recom-
mend killing of intruding dogs,
though not many tend to buy this
proposal. There is always a conflict
betwean the world outside the sanc-
tuary and those living in the sanctu- ¢
ary which could be minimised, fric- '
tion avoided but cannot be put to
restforever, experts feel. .

The sanctuary was created ‘in
1985 as part of the plan to introduce - !
wildlife in the otherwise bald hillocks "+
of Sagroba (where the sanctuary is - |
situated) in Sangli district. Dedicated
human efforts— thanks to the sanc-
tuary’s mentor Dho Ma Mohite and - !
the state fotest officials — changed
the face of the hills where “itwas not .
possible to grow a blade of grass’.
Then came the proposal to create
the deer park. The ideawas to breed

. the herbivore to maintain the food

chainin the Western Ghats.




