MOFNITORING OF WILD RE-INTRODUCED MUGGER CROCODILES IN
KRISHNAGIRI RESERVOIR - TAMIL NADUZ INDIA,
B«C,Chondhury

In March 1979 the Tamil Nadu Forest Department had pe-introduced
130 captive reared mugger orocodiles( Crocodylus ‘gé lustris) in to the
Krishnagiri reservoir, 220 Km south west of Madras ( Big )« This rel-
ease was carried out by the TNFD as part of an experiment ih collaboration
with the Tamil Wadu Fisheries Department to see the effect of erocodiles
in a commereial fish culture reservoir. The TNFD carried out oecasional
monitoring of the released crocodiles in July 1979 and in September 1979,
The present paper details out the results of a day and night census survey
of the released crocodiles carriied out in May/June 1980, The survey was
carried out by the author with assistance from the TNFD persomnels,and
two other volunteers. The main purpose of this monitoring survey was %o
determine the survival/growth etc. of the released crocodiles so that the
knowledge gained of this might be used in future release programmes,. As
has been pointed sut in the preeeeding paper the release site. was not a
well m-beoted area with several villages and cultivation lamd abutting
fhe reservoir waterspread area.

Froin March to July - the summer months in Tamil Nadu,the water spread
in most of the reservoirs is lowest and is a better time for survey work.
Purther to avoi& the harsh afternocon sun the crocodiles prefer to bask
early in the morning and late evening hours making it easier for field
observations

A% the time of release it was thought a detail survey after ome year m
of release ( March 1980) woyld be ideal!-t, but, this was not possible due
to logistic difficulties, As such the first detall survey was oarried out |
only during the months of Nay an€ June 1980,
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The methods adopted for the survey was day time walh along the

shorelines of the reservoir waterspread checking for ecrocodiles or their
' from the reflected eyegow
footprints,fecal droppings ete and night time counts of orocodiles/with|

the help of a spot}.igimt.







