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EMINENT SCIENTIST

Dr. K. S. Krishnan, Director of
the National Physical Laboratory
and noted scientist, died after a
heart attack at 12-30 on the morn-
ing of June 14, in New Delhi. He
was 64.

Dr. Krishnan attended office as
usual on the previous day and he
was_talking to members of his
family until about the midnight
when he suffered the attack.

Doctors were summoned soon
after Dr Krishnan complained of

pain in the chest but before the
doctors arrived he passed away.
A large number of people call-
ed at his residence to pay their
respects to the great scientist.

DR. RADHAKRISHNAN’S
MESSAGE

The Vice-President, Dr. Radha-
krishnan, in a message, said: “We
have lost an eminent scientist. In
him science and religion were
both combined, He was a great
student of Tamil literature and
was connected with many asso-
ciations, cultural and social in
Delhi. It is difficult to fill his
place.”

NEHRU’S MESSAGE

Prime Minister Nehru, in a mes-
sage to Professor Thaker, Direc-
tor-General, CSIR, on the death of
Dr. Krishnan, said: I am shocked
and deeply grieved to learn of the
death of Dr. Krishnan. His passing
away is a serious loss to India and
to Indian science particularly of
which he was such a distinguished
leader.

MEMOIR

Dr. Krishnan was born on De-

cember 4, 1898. educated in the
Hindu High Schools, Watrap and
Srivilliputtur, the American Col-

‘iege, Madurai, the Madras Chris-
tian College and the University
College of Science, Calcutta, He
was Demonstrator in Chemistry,
Madras Christian College, Re-
search Associate, Indian Associa-
tion for the Cultivation of Science
in 1923-28, Reader in Physics, Uni-
versity of Dacca in 1928-33, Ma-
hendralal Sircar Research Profes-
sor of Theoretical and Experimen-
tal Physics in 1933-42, Professor
of Physics, University of Allahabad
in 1942-47, President, National In-
stitute of Sciences, India, in 1945
and 1946, Vice-President of Indian
Association for the Cultivation of
Science during 1945-49 and 1953-56;
President, Physics Section of the
Indian Science Congress in 1940;
and its General President in 1949.

Dr. Krishnan was the recipient of

a kni%}hthood in 1948 and the Pad-
ma Bhushan award in 1954. He was
Fellow of the Royal Society, Lon-
don (1940), Foreign Associate, Na-
tional Academy of Sciences, U.S.A.
(1956), Fellow of the Royal Socie-
ty of Arts (1951), Fellow of the
Institute of Physics, London (1933),
Fellow of the Institute of Metals,
London (1946), Honorary Fellow,
Institution of Telecommunication
Engineers (1955) and Director, Na-
tional Physical Laboratory of In-
dia. New Delhi, since 1947.

He was first President, Indian
Scciety of Theoretical and Applied
Mechanics in 1955-57;  President,
Indian Institute of Metals in 1957
and 1958; Chairman, Board of Re-
search in Nuclear Science from
1955; member, Atomic Energy
Commission from 1948; member.
University Grants Commission from
1957; member, Board of Scientific
and Industrial Research from 1942;
member, Governing Body of the
Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research from 1956 and of the
Board of Engineering Research
from = 1953; member, Standing
Board for Astronomy from 1956
and of various other organisations
of the Government of India. He
was fellow of several scientific so-
cieties and academies; Chairman of
the Scientific Advisory Committee
of UNESCO in 1955; Vice-President
of the International Council of
Scientific Unions from 1955, and of
International Union of Pure and
Applied Physics during 1951-57, In-
dia’s representative, Pan Indian
Ocean Science Association from
1957; Chairman, - Indian National
Committee for URSI from 1950;
Chairman, Indian National Com-
mittee for the International Geo-
physical Year from 1955; Chair-
man, Science Sub-Commission for
Co-operation with UNESCO He re-
ceived the Liege University Medal
in 1937; and was delegate to seve-
ral international scientific confer- |
ences and founder member of the|
India International Centre. He was
appointed National Professor on
August 15. 1958, in recognition of
his eminence in the field of science.

Dr. Krishnan was awarded the
first Bhatnagar Award of the
CSIR of Rs. 10,000 by the Prime
Minister on  March 24, 1961. A
scholar of distinction, well-versed
in classics, he attached great im-
portance to the humanistic values

of- science and the place of
science in liberal education.




Tributes To
Dr Krishnan

A Great Scientist
And Scholar

BY A STAFF CORRESPONDENT

New Delhi,” June 14—A Ilarge
number of persons called at the
residence of Dr K. S. Krishman o
pay their homage to ‘the great

scientist who died bere last might.

Among the early callers were
Vice-President Radhakrishnan, Dr
B. Gopala Reddy, Mr M. M. Das,
Deputy Minister for Scientific Re-
search, and Prof. M. S. Thacker,
Secretary in the Ministry of Scien-
tific research.

Dr Radhakrishnan said: “‘We
Jost sn eminent scientist. Im him
science and Teligion were both
combined. He was a great student
of Tamil literature and was con-
nected: with  Toany  @ssoOCiations;;
cultural and social, in Delhi.

Iso to visit Dr Krishnan's house
were representatives of the Atomic
Energy Commission, Council of
Scientific and Agricultura] Re-
search. UNESCO and the Uni-
versity Grants Comurnission.

A large number of people, in-
cluding the staff of ‘the National
Fhysical Laboratory of which Dr
Krishnan was director,\iook part |
jn the funeral procession to the
Nigambodh cremation grounds. The
body was cremated in the affer-
noon.

Wreaths were placed on the
body on behalf of President
Rajendra Prasad, Prime Minijster
Nehru, Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research and the Min-
istry of Scientific Research and
Cultural Affairs.

The National Physical Labora-
tory remained closed today.

Dr Krishnan is survived by his
widow, two sons and four
daughters.

The fatal heart attack was the
second he suffered. He had a seri-
ous attack three years agso when
he was advised complete rest for |
three months. -
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CREMATED

Homage Paid By
Leaders

By A Staff Reporter

The body of the late Dr. K. S.
Krishnan, well-known scientist
and. Director of thg’ National
Physical Laboratory, was cre-
L { mated in Delhi on_Wednesday

afternoon Dr. Krishnan died of a
heart attack on Tuesday night. He
was 68.

The eremation ceremony, which was
to have been performed in the morn-
ing, was ‘delayed to enable Dr.
Kiishnan's;  daughter “and son-in-law,
Mr. Bha&h\am, who were it Simla,
to be present.

Dr. Krishnan’s eldest son, Mr. K.
Srinivasan, performed the last rites
 at ‘the Nigambodh Ghat on the banks
of the Yamuna. Wreaths were laid
on the body on ‘behalf of the Prime
Minister, the Ministry of .Education,
the Ministry of Scientific  Research
and sCultural  Affairs, the Atomic
Energy: Commission and several orga-
nisations in the Capital.

LAST . RESPECTS

Earlier, during ‘the morning, several
-people visited Dr. Krishnan’s house
to pay their last respects. Among
those “who went to offet condolences
to-the bereayed family were the Vice-
Piesident, Dr. Radhakrishnan, the
Hemnie mester, Mr. - Lal  Bahadur
Shastri; the Education . Minister,” Dr.
Slmmah and the Minister for Works,
Flousing and Supply,  Mr. B. Gopala}®
Reddy. The President sent: his tht—‘
ary Attache with a, wreath,

Dr. M. S. T'"xackcr, Secretary to thc
Lmon Ministry of Scientific Res
and Cultural Affairs, who was & ngi_
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