Sunderlal Bahuguna

As our bus from Bangalore after a overnight journey of about
400 kms. reached Sirsi, the taluka town of Uttara Kannadae District
of Karnataka on Manglore-Barbay highway, Pandurang Hegde was there
to receive me, ¥We have been knowing each other since 1979, when he
came to my Ashram in Himalyas to get practical experience in ¢ social
work as a post-graduate student of the Delhi School of Social Work,
Delhi University., At that time he was a simple young man looking for
a bright carcer after passing his H.A. (50eial ®ork) examination,
In Himalaya he came in contact with Chipko activists, visited the areas
of the mo-ement and met a large number of villagars, who had particie
pated in the famous Chipko movemant and had saved
contractors' axes even after facing the armed po
sed that the bleeding Himalayas would touch this young man*
heart and make him restless about the similar Qﬁﬂﬁiﬁiﬁﬁﬁ in his native
district on the Western ghats, It took three years when Pandurang
finally decided to give up his job in Danoh Distriet of H&éhyavﬁraa@ﬁi
and dedicated his 1ife for the serviee of suffering people and Mother
Earth in his native place, He had seen there in his boyhood dense
forosts, full of evergreen trees and mshes harbouring tigers, deers,
wild pigs, wild buffaloes, a number of birds and bees; but during the
last twoenty years every thing had disappesred, After walking for about
a fortnight wvith Kash#miruﬁahima Chinko foot marchers in Bhutan, he
came back to Sirsi snd undertook a long padyatra along the banks of the
Kali river, His heart was filled with snguish to see the scars on the
face of Mother Earth created due to clear felling of trees and mining,.
He talked to the people and filled them with a new hope that they can
still save the remaining trees, He went on spreading the seeds of Chipko
movement,

And it wes on September 8th 1983 that the first seed sprouted;
160 men and women mostly youth from Salkani village of Sirsi Taluka
marched to the forest, wherc trees were being felled by the contractors
axe men under orders from the Forest Department, They succeeded in
stopping tree felling. Every day 20 to 30 volunteers went to the fmref
to keep a vigil on the axemen till they finally left the place after
about a month,

The news spread like wild fire in the whole Taluka, Following
the example of Salkani Youth went to their neighbouring forests to halt
tree felling, From Sirsi the movement spread in the neighbouring
Siddapur Taluka,

It was a new and surprising event to all, specially to the politi-
cal parties, who are always in search of opportunities to make political
capitsl out of people’s movements. It brought Pandurang into the scene,




sidy., But the Appiko movements/solution to this problem is that only
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He explained to the Yuwak Mandalies, spearheading the movement, the
philosophy of the Chipko movement, He had with him his knowledge of
scientific social work in which he had specialised and practical X
erience of Chipko movement in Himalayas., He saids "Our objective

is to protect our forests, which we need for our survival and the
survival of all living beings. We need co-operation of all but monopoly
of none, We want & basic change in the policies of the Government =
forestry in support of agriculture, which is the mainstay of a vast
majority in this country. This made him the friend, philosopher and

guide of the Chipko (Amyikags %mvmnt in the south,
19%D,

So on Rovember mth,i I was with Pandurang the pioneer of a non=-
volient ecological mwamént, which has filled the farmers with a new
hope. He took me to the back house of an agricultural implements and
cattle feed store, This is his headguarter, where he has mmmﬂ from
his village Kalgundikoppa in order to keep contact and move quickly
to the areas of movement, His sole property is a small bag with a spare
palr of clothes, a writing pad and a pencil, He sleeps on the floor
over a bedding provided by the owner of the shop, Hulemalgi Bros, who
is a sympathiser of the movement and a family friend of Pandurang's
family, After taking his lunch, he is not sure whether he will get his
dinner, He was waiting for news from the flelds of action before e&s&id«-
ing his day's programme,

After 1um:h a sympathiser's Jeep dropped us sbout six kilometers
away in a forest. Trees had been clear felled in this area apparently
to meet the firewood demand of Sirsi, but really te plant fastgrowing
commercial species like Eucalyptus and Teak, The Forest Departments
explanation for this is that at present firewood is being supplied
in this district at the rate of Re.80/- per ton on fifty percent sube

dead and dry wood should be removed from the forest., The clear felling
has affected 4000 acres of forest to get 4000 Cum, of firewood, The
total area of Sirsi Forest Division is 5,00,000 hectares and the firc-
wood demand is only 15000 Cmt, Why should the Governnent grudge giving
subsidy to the poor firewood consumers, when they have been supplying
selective trees to plywood industry on nominal rate?

The axemen had left the famfstg though their huts, and the
contractor's guard to laok ait«ar the fallen trees were there,

After walking a little distance we reached a small village Kabbe,
within a few mimutes young people who were working in the fields asseme
bled in a house, Their spokesman Mohan Hegde said ® All people in this
village are illiterate, They used to complain that agricultural vield
has decreased by fifty percent within 10 years due to deforestation, ‘
Crops are attacked by pests, which can not be controlled without pestie
cides, HNothing grows without using chemical fertilisers. Our economic
condition has deteriorated to the extent that we could not pay back
crop loan taken for one yesar to the Cowoperative Society even in 3«4
years, There was a 900 acres mixed forest in this village. 300 to 400

acres have been planted with teak and mxyytw after clear fanmg of

the area, Water sources haveéﬂeﬁupm&thmlmﬁhasbmm&ry.







