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ee : Pandurang Hegde,
Pr. R.K.Gupta, Lo C/o. Hulemalgi Bros.,
Senior Plant Scientisti, SIRSI 381 401
C S5 E§8CRTI., Dehra Dun, Uttara Kannada (Karnataka)
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Your ref. No. d.o.Ne. 4891/Psd/eco/83

My dear br, R.K.Gupta,

Thank you for providiag information regarding Eucalypius and about
selection felling (your letter dated Amg. 23, 1983).

Chipko movement has reached South India as APPIKO ANDOLAR (To hug
the trees;. It is launched by villagers im Uttar Kapnada district,
Karnataka. At present it is goimg om inm four places and I am co-
ordinating it on & broader level. An article "APPIKO Crusade to
save Lrees” is enclosed herewith for your reference. WHe are trying
to find answers Lo many questions and would like to share Lhese
with you. Hope you would be able to provide us some practical
suggestions,

a) There are three ecological zones im Sirsi forest divisien,
Evergreen, Semi Evergreen and doist décidious. Two types of
felling wethods are followed in these Zones - 1) Selective felling
and II) Coppies with Reserve,

i) Selective felling of 5 tree per heclare is followed in
Evergreen, Semi-~evergrcen and some part of decidious Zonmnes.
owever, our ob;civutlon and experience shows that during
extraction of rare species for ply-wood and WIMdCU Lhe forest
is damaged severly. After ihin the depa:tment logyging is done.
e have seen thai these selective feliinyg has also caused
great damage Lo forest and especially the soil. Ve see only
cupitorium weed, Thus we are demanding (o stop green felling
rer commercial purpose in Lthis area,

In coppies with Heserve (inm decidious region) 50 mother trees
are left for natural regeneration and 1/5th areaof the coup is
clear felled for planting economically benificial mono-culture.
fiere our observation nas beem that leaving 50 trees has not

at all helped regeneration. And in the elear felled area
eupitorium does noi allow to yrow any tree, Our movement is
demanding to stop these methods totally. tne working plan - in
operation from 1962-62 is not revised so far and the condition
of plantation (of mono-culture) is disastorus.

b) The Forest department contends that the above meithod has to be
carried on to meet the demand of fuel wood and timber,

. 1) For fuel wood we say that dead and dry Lrees should be extracted
rather than felling green trees. However we do not have any
data as to how much quantity of dead wood, dry wood can be
extracted from the above tropical forests. How to ascertain
this? 1Is there any study done on this aspect?
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ii) If the same process of timber and fuel wood extraction is
continued - then the forest cover of distric¢t which has
dewindled down from 80.7% in 1951=-52, to 264 in 1982-83
will reach Zere percent very soon. Thus there is very
urgent need Lo avold the dooms day and raise Lhe percentage
of tree cover Lo & minimum of 505,

To attain this we are demanding a tolal bam ¢n commereial
felling for at least 15 years. Ies ihis a rational demand?
Or is it too idealistic? ;

¢) The Workimg Plan for SIRSI = SIDDAPUR Division is im operation
from i96i=062, There iz & rumor thal this workinmg plan was
written even without actually visiling the area | Now we have
8 great disaster in front of us. However the forest officials
celaim this plam is perfectily correct.

Can we find any bhumanitarian Scieatist who is williny to amalyse
the above working plam and show how it has dama_ed the local
agricultural base due Lo soil evosion ete 7 <Can you suggest
some names ? -

There mey be 8 copy of above working plam in FRI - Dehra Dun.
Will you get time to look at it 7 And if possible can you
gel 8 copy of it for us ? :

' Br, Jayanta Baandhopadhyay is coming here around 15th of Nov. 1983.
It will be too good for the movement if you can send ii wiith
him including your commoentis.

We wrole to your regional Centere at Bellary. But so far have
not received any information/or reply.

#ith besit wishes,

Pandurang fegyde.
Cele = CSHCRTI - Bellary
- Sunderlal Bahuguna
- Jayanta Sandhopyay.







