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Editorial .
Pl Science and Freedom

The Sixty-Seventh All India Science Congress has been concluded with much fanfare

following a familiar pattern of promises?and platitudes. But the whole session seemed not to
be concerned at all with the growing dissension and frustration among the scientific workers
throughout the country due to the suffocating atmosphere prevailing in the scientific research
institutes, With no exception, authorities of different institutes are dancing to the same tune,
the line of autocracy. Recently the working of Bhaba Atomic Research Centre captured the
headlines. The Officers’ Association of BARC demanded a thorough probe into the working
of the Department of Atomic Energy. The atmosphere at BARC according to the Association
*inhibits frank scientific dialogues, breeds sycophancy, and encourages quest for administrative
power.” In the name of secrecy the bureaucratic authority of BARC refuse to be accountable
not only in their treatment of the individual scientists but also in decisions regarding the choice
. of projects. The absence of free exchange of information, general secrecy and centralisation of
the decision-making have generated unprecedented resentment among the scientific community
and played havoc with their morale. Scientific norms of free and open discussion, mutual
accountability and review have given place to the submissive adjustments with the hierarchy.
In our country, every national and regional laboratory is ruled through authoritarianism
and bureaucracy, with freedom denied, merit and talent ignored, and °‘loyalty’ encouraged.
But science values freedom most ; without the freedom of thought, without the freedom
of préctice there would have been no science. How long will the Science Congress remain
_gilent on this basic and fundamental problem in the practice of science ? How many more
sacrifices will be necessary to underline this problem'? Is this not the time to raise our voice
. of protest, is this not the time to fight against authoritarianism and bureaucracy in the
sc1ent1ﬁc institutes ?







