THE INDIAN ACADEMY OF SCIENCES

Hebbal P.O.,
Bangalore-6.
23rd November 1971.

DEAR SIR,

At their Meeting held on 7th November 1971, the Council of the Indian Academy of
Sciences considered the valid nominations received respectively for election of (1) The
President of the Academy, (2) Fellows and (3) Honorary Fellows. The Council’s recom-
mendations are listed separately in the enclosed balloting papers. You are requested
kindly to affix your signature to the three balloting papers after exercising your votes
therein and return them in the enclosed self-addressed stamped envelope after duly

closing it so as to reach this office not later than 31st December 1971.
Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

B. S. VENKATACHAR,

Secretary.




Mr.Chancellor, Respected Prime Mlnister, Students,

ladies and gentlemen,

I rise to extend to the Prime Minister s respectful,
cordial and grateful welcome.

The Commemoration Volume which is to be relessed by
her gives a fairly complete story of the birth and growth
of the University of Pcona. I ghall, therefore, content
myself with stating briefly - in fact, just one sentence -

what 1ts characteristic achievement has been.

Though Poona has changed its face, the University has

seen to it that it has not changed its heart. That heart
is still pulsating - continues to pulsate with the mission
to carry enlightenment to the masses, through their own
language.

Let me explain this claim.

Universities, as we now know them, date beck in origin
by some six centuries. 4nd they have, over the years,
carried out admirsbly the two functions of research and
teaching. But, when Abrahsm Lincoln signed in 1862, the
Moril act for the Land Grant Colleges, service of the com-
munity was recognized as a third additionsl, impecrtant
functicn.

So much is evident. But, prior to all this, in the
12th Century, not far frcm Pocna, at Newasa, Saznt Dnyaneshwar
started, as it were, a re-nle's University by dictating his
 Dnyaneshwari in M-rathi, just to make available to the
masses the teachings treasured up in Geets.

Again, in 1884, here in Pcona, the Deccan Education
Soclety was launched into existence for cheapening and
facilitating education fer the people.

In the weke of this noble tradition, this University,
right from its inception, assumed the role of a service=-

oriented institution. It set up an Extra-Mural Boerd which







