The pace of urbanisation in India has been gathering momentum with 50% of the population expected to reside
in urban areas within the next decade. Given this situation, any neglect of urban environmental issues shall
have disastrous consequences on the quality of life of people. Yet environmental issues in urban areas have
received scant attention of planners as well as people living in such areas. This may be primarily due to the fact
that urban lives are not directly dependent upon the quality of natural resources. The connection to nature
seems to have been lost and environmental problems seem to exist in areas far removed from urban settings.
There is urgent need to bring into focus the rural-urban interconnectedness. People in urban areas need to
clearly understand the impoverishment of rural environs as a consequence of urban proliferation. Also that
natural processes operate in a city too and that many urban areas are centres of biodiversity. Urban designs can
prevent natural processes from functioning,

Urban environmental issues that have received some attention so far are solid waste management and air
pollution. Questions of urban designs that enhance the productivity of natural processes have remained
unexplored. The result is that most of the development taking place is at the cost of environment and green
spaces. When physical space becomes a limiting factor, green and open areas come under severe threat from
development activities. Designing sustainable urban areas is a challenge to policy-makers, city planners and
designers. A number of initiatives have been taken by Kalpavnksh to highlight the plight of the trees due to
avoidable construction activities in close proximity to green areas in the name of city beautification. The death
of a large number of trees has been repeatedly brought to the notice of the Government and the general public.
For examptle, the problem due to tiling of pavements was highlighted to the Government and Civic agencies
way back in 1992 where it was stated that tiling involves massive expenditure, covers precious top soil, totally
retards tree growth, prevents water seepage to replenish groundwater.

However, despite all the efforts made at making the Authorities aware not much progress took place with
respect to protection of trees from excessive tiling.

Over the years, some partnerships have been built with the agencies specially the forest department.
Kalpavriksh and other NGOs are also represented on Ridge Forest Management Board.

Kalpavriksh sets much in store by efforts to reach out to citizens that may not be directly affected by destructive
pm}mts but who ought to be involved in the smlggle at least in a spirit of sohdantv if not as consumers that

critical to swinging public opinion, and often constitute the silent, but powerful, majority. KV uses a Vanet\, of
techniques, including media campaigns, participation in Nature Bazaars and public events, newsletters and
presentations at various venues, inciuding educational institutions.

Limitations so far
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