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/ Gowt. delaying nod
for Project Tiger

By Our Staff Correspondent

MADIKERI, MAY 31. The State Gov-
ernment has not yet accorded
approval for the Project Tiger
scheme at the Nagarahole (Rajiv
Gandhi) National Park, which
was approved by the Centre a
few months ago.

Currently, Bandipur and Bha-
dra are the two areas where Pro-
ject Tiger is being implemented
in the State. No one seems to
know what is delaying sanction
for the project at Nagarahole, If
approved by the State Govern-
ment, it would bring in addi-
tional funds for the project. The
funds could also be used to re-

locate the tribal people from the
park, top Forest Department
sources told The Hindu here on
Friday.

According to one source, the
Forest Ministry, including the
minister concerned, is of the
opinion that if Project Tiger is
introduced at Nagarahole, it
would put restrictions on the
extraction of timber. However,
no tree is to be felled inside the
national park as per a Supreme
Court order.

On the other hand, as per a
management plan prepared by
a consultant, M.K. Appaiah,
teak could be removed provided
it was done carefully.




// More time so

By K. Jeevan Chinnappa

MADIKERI, MAY 2. The World Bank-spon-
sored Eco-Development Project for the
Nagarahole (Rajiv. Gandhi) National
Park is making progress, though it is
behind schedule.

A sum of Rs. 23.93 crore was spent
till January 2002, against the Rs. 39.49
crore earmarked under various heads.
The project is scheduled to be com-

| pleted by June 2002, and the Forest De-
| partment, the implementing agency,
| has sought one year’s extension from
| the World Bank. A team of World Bank
| officials isiexpected to visit the national
park in a couple of days.

According to the records, Rs. 13.15
crore has been spent on the improved
protected area management (IPAM),
Rs. 9.74 crore on the village eco-devel-
opment plan (VEDP), Rs. 60.12 lakh on
the environment education and
awareness programme (EEAP), ' Rs.
33.36 lakh on the impact monitoring
and research (IM&R) programme, and
Rs. 10.62 lakh on the information tech-
nology (IT) area. The park covers an
area of 643.40 sq.km. in Kodagu and
Mysore districts, with a core zone of
192 sq.km. and a tourist zone of 110
sq.km.

The project was started in 1997-98,

ught to complet

PROTECTING BIODIVERSITY: A watchtower on treetop in the
Nagarahole Reserve Forest. — Photo: T.L. Prabhakar

by the end of which Rs. 59.99 lakh was
spent.

Next year, Rs. 3.77 crore was utilised.
The expenditure was Rs. 7.1 crore in
1999-2000, Rs. 7.25 crore in 2000-2001,
and Rs. 5.19 crore in 2001-2002 (up to
January 2002).

Under the IPAM, 155 tribal families

were rehabilitated at Veeranahosalli in
Hunsur taluk. Each family was provid-
ed with two hectares of agricultural
land, a house, electricity, water, seeds,
fertilizers, and facilities for education
of children. Under the village eco-de-
velopment head, 78 villages were iden-
tified, and NGOs entrusted with the job

of apprising villagers of the eco-devel-
opment plan. The eco-development
committees formed later were given
facilities such as LPG and solar lamps.

Under the EEAP, the stakeholders
were made aware of the advantages of
the eco-development project and the
need for their cooperation. In April
2000, a World Bank team conducted a
mid-term review of the progress of var-
ious programmes.

More than 30 agencies and individu-
als have been drafted under the pro-
ject. The Principal Chief Conservator
of Forests (Wildlife), who is the admin-
istrative head, coordinates activities
with the Director, Project Tiger, New
Delhi, and the World Bank. The Con-
servator of Forests, Wildlife Circle
(South), Mysore, is the Field Director
of the project.

The Eco-Development Project in-
volves seven protected areas including
five tiger reserves. They are: Buxa in
West Bengal, Palamau in Bihar, Pench
in Madhya Pradhesh, Periyar in Kerala,
Ranthambore in Rajastan (all tiger re-
serves), the Gir National Park in Guj-
arat, and the Nagarahole National Park
in Karnataka. The project cost is $67
million.

The basic aims of the project, which
faced resistance from some NGOs, ini-
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tially, delaying its implementation in
the Nagarahole National Park, are pro-
tection of eco-systems and habitats,
village development, which includes
participatory micro-planning, foster-
ing alternative livelihoods, voluntary
relocation of tribal people, environ-
mental education, and preparation for
future biodiversity projects.

The Conservator of Forests, Kodagu
Circle, P. Anur Reddy, says the Nation-
al Forest Policy of 1988 envisages for-
ests as an ecological necessity. India’s
Environmental Action Plan, published
in 1993, enlists sustainable utilisation
of biodiversity in selected ecosystems
as one of the top seven priorities.

It has become imperative to give im-
portance to eco-development pro-
grammes, as India’s biodiversity is rich
and unique but endangered. A report
says that India accounts for nearly 70
per cent of the world’s biodiversity. Its
biodiversity is considered endangered
as nearly 10 per cent of plant species
and 21 per cent of the 372 species of
mammals are facing the threat of ex-
tinction because of the widespread
degradation of ecosystems.

There are 75 national parks and 421
wildlife sanctuaries in India, covering
about 4.3 per cent (14 million hectares)
of the land area.
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54 Directory of National Parks and Sanctuaries in Karnataka

Trees and Other Plants: see Appendix A

FAUNA:

Mammals [mp, ql, fv, KFD-Nag?]
Antelope, Fourhorned Leopard
Bear, Sloth Leopard-cat
Boar, Indian Wild Loris, Slender
Cat, Jungle Macaque, Bonnet
Civet, Common Palm Mongoose, Common
Civet, Small Indian Mongoose, Stripodncckcd
Deer, Barking Mongoose, Brown
Deer, Mouse Otter, Common
Deer, Spotted Pangolin, Indian
Dog, Indian Wild Porcupine, Indian
Elcphant, Indian Sambar
Fox, Flying Shrew, Grey Musk
Gaur Squirrel, Common Giant Flying
Hare, Indian Sq'.xirrel, Indian Giant
Hyena, Striped Squirrel, Threestriped Palm
Jackal Tiger
Langur, Common

Reptiles [mp, KFD-Nag?2, Forest Department undated]
Crocodile, Marsh Snake, Common Vine
Keelback, Green Snake, Common Wolf
Krait, Common Snake, Rat

Python, Indian Viper, Bamboo Pit

Skink, Snake Viper, Russell’s

Birds: see Appendix B
Two packs of Wild dogs that were normally seen around the park tourist complex are reported to have
vanished suddenly in 1984-85, and it is feared that they may have become the victims of some epidemic [fv].

Officials at the park also report that while the number of Elephants is increasing, the number of tuskers may be

declining due to heavy poaching outside the park [fv].

OCCURRENCE AND CONTROL OF DISEASE: In 1968 the Gaur population declined due to an outbreak of
rinderpest that first affected domestic cattle in the area [mp]. No subsequent cpidcmic has been reported [fv].
Thirty percent of the cattle in villages adjoining the park have been vaccinated by the Veterinary Department.
There is a veterinarian located at Titimati, on the north-western boundary of the park [fv].

OTHER FACTORS AFFECTING HABITAT: Forest fires are widespread and reportedly caused by graziers,
NWEP and fuelwood collectors. These occur chiefly between February and April [fv]. Two fire watchtowers
connected with wireless exist, along with 675 km of fire lines” [mp].

In March 1992, an area of a few thousand ha. was set on fire by villlagers, causing extensive damage (see
HUMAN PRESENCE, Miscellaneous).

WATER RESOURCES: The major sources of water for the park are the rivers Lakshmantirtha, Sarati Hole,
Nagar Hole, Balle Halla, and Kabani River [tp]. In addition there are 4 major perennial streams [tp], 47 seasonal

* This vast network may include roads doubling as fire lines.

ones [1
perenr
easten

BUDC

MAN
Myso

PERS
One .
eleph

EQU

bus (

RES!
Stud
Resc
Man
Prog
tiges
HU!
COl
ville

1:

HU
Ri

o







