A world of men where the few women who do eadst are kept in purdah, no longer

sble to move fredly, or work or travel, s world where woren as pare commodities
are given as rowerds to 'outstanding melas', Polyundry and prostitution is
introduced and women are treated like Queen anbe seees’ 2 futurist nightoare

or echoes of Hixley's Breve lew Werld? The secenario traced shove is mot sclence
fiction or a vague futave possibility. Today modern developments in medicine

have made it possible for perents to ehooss the ssx of the uvborn ¢hild and tims
determdne the sex ratic of & counbry. The use of these modern techmicques have
serious implications especially in India wheve ‘chodce' is restricted and deter-
mined by ovs's sex, caste, class and by the degree of control eaversized by the
state. A recait advertisement by two doctors explisitly advoeating the use of

sex determination teste through amiccenbisis as a way by which parente ceuld
fchoose! a male ehild by aborting unwanted fenale fosctuses, has ereated an
uproar in the capital. Vomen's organdsations have called for a ban and the district
medieal suthorities have ordered the ¢linic to stop these tests, The doctors have
taken the stand that they have not viclated any law and are only providing a
faeility for sex detorsdnation, within a peried in which sbortion is legally permissible

Ammiocentisis from the Greek axmdon (mesbrane) and Kemtesis (pricking) was

developed to detect genetic sbnormalities by emanining the cells of the unborn

ebild a few months after conception. It is pedformed by inseting a long needle

through the mothers sbdomen and drewing off & suallbample of the mmdctic fluid -

the 1iuid in which the foetus flosts, The cells from the foetus are separated

from the fiuid and either exanined directiy under a microscope or placed in &
snee2f




mitriont bath whers they contime to grow and divide, By analysing these
cells chemically doetors ean identify nearly 70 genetic diseazses, most of
which are serious. Certain genetic disorders can be detected directly by
examining the chromosomes present in the fetal cells. However certain other
‘mmmmwmtmm. In these cases Lhe doctor ¢en predict
the probebility of genetic disorders only by finding out if the foetus is male
or female 1.0, by doing a sex determination test, Twe kinds of mothers are
offered amniocentisis for detecting foetal sbnormalities ~ (1) women above 4O
years as they have a higher chance of producing a monzoloid ehild (Down's
Syndroms) and (2) women who eve known carrders of sex linked disorders like
hemophilis, Ducherne muscular dystrephy which only affects males. In these
cases o sex determinstion test is performed through anmiocertisis ard Af the
foetus is a male then doctors predist that there is a 508 chance that the child
will be affected.

Like all medical technigues, amniosertisis also csrries a certain amount of risk
to the health of the mother and the unborn footus, It is bawd Lo estimete the
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pregaansy when the procedure is performed, the proportion and amount of finid
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trician. Between the 13th and 18th weeks of pregnancy the risk of having &
miscarriage is less than 1% though in the Vest, ammiocentisis is not normally
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the tests proved positive, Parents have to £111 in a form ab the Department of
vane3/







