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‘WLRE Snmx sa Ramanujan
| alive today he woula have
| been just nine months older
than our Pregsident, Dr. Radha-
krishnan, and bis eminence
would probably have ranked
pwith . that "of the "noted C. V.
Raman, though in a «different
branch of scicnce.  But neither pos-
sibility has turped into reality.
Born at Erode on Décember
1887 the son of a gumasta - {ac-
couniant) 1o a c¢loth merchant at
Kumbakonam, - Srinjvassa = lvenvur
| Ramanuja = Iyengar  (to  give  his
tull name) learnt the clements of
the three 'Rs at the Town Hizgh
ISchool at KumbaKkonam and soon
tbecame epamoured  of the third
i R. Figures seemed to have cast a
?\pL“ on him., a spell that brouzht
{himy both delight and worry
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at’ school he found the
fare in mathematics too
began browsing = on
Carr's  Svnopsis ot
barrowed from
bragy, sAnaold sehood
“his recalls that due 10
his éxtraordinary memory “hé could
the complete lisis of Sans-
Aarmanepads and para-
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Laurelled “with the “Junior Su-
braniam  Scholarship® he entéred
the portals of Government Coliege
at  Kumbakonam in = 1904, but
wenkness in English forced him to
leave it Another attempl in
Madras in 1906 was equally unsuc-
cessful.  He therefore pursued his
work in mathematics independent-
ly,: “jotting = down his results  in
fwo good-sized note  books,”" as
his. friend Mr. P V" Séshu Arvar
informs (Journal of the Indian
Mathematical - Society, 1919).

His marriage in 1909 compelled
him to  seek  eémploymeént. in the
Madras Port Trust . where he be:
gan working in 1911 on a salary
of RS 25 a tonth. ‘“To preserve
my brains | want food, and this
is- now my first consideration,” was
his candid -avowal. As'a clerk in
the Accounts Department he handl-
ed hgures galore: but for a genius
like bim this also meant stagna-
tion.

Through a number
contacts with mén who
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his' worth as a mathemalician,
achieved acquaintance ‘with Prot.
G. H. Hardy of Cambridge. A
scholarship trom. the University of
Madras and an  exhibition from
Irinity College. Cambridge, bright-
ened  his | prospects considerably
Afler overcoming serious religious
difficulties arising from the fact
that he was a Brahmin, he was
able to sail for England in 1914,

I'he task. that ‘Prot. Hardy
was by no means an easy
had  to « discipline a
who was~mentally a
Ramanujan himself was well
of this. Once, using the
¢of a scribe, he had written
Hardy,

“1'have not trodden
conventional gular ‘course
followed in a unjversity course.
but I am striking out a new
for myself. I have made a special
investigation of divergent series
in general and the results {1 get
are termed by the local mathema-
ticians = as. ‘startling’. . .(Thev) are

and. me n. mvy
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Disarming, Simplieity

And once. after ‘presenting the
fruits of bhis investigations, he
added with disarming simplicity, it
Fell you this you will at once
paint out the lupatc asylum as my
goal!”

Prof.  Hardy was perplexed
theretore . cautjous. This is how he
describes his  predicament:  “Whuat
was to be done in the way of teach-
ing him modern mathematics? The
limitations of his knowledge were
as startling a8 its = profundity. ...
All ‘his results. new or old. right
or wrong. had /been arrived at
a process of mingled argument.
tuition and induction.. of which
was entirelv unablé to  aive
coherent account.”

Ramianuian's first. papérs
be thoroughly edited. and at
completely rewritten.  before they
could be submitted for publica-
tion. All the while Prof. Hardv wag
afrard: “T 1 incisted unduly on
matlers which Ramanujan  founi
irksome. T mizht destrov his con-
fidence or break his spell af in:
spiration.” Despite such odds; “in
a few years’ time he had a very
tolerable knowledge of the theory
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of functins and the analytic theory
of numbers.”

While in  England Ramanujan
manifested intercst. in subiects
other . than mathematics too. But
they ~showed the strangest - con-
trases. - “Alike’ in literature,” philo-
sophly, and = mathematics,” = Prot.
Hardy tells us;’ *he had a passion
for v«fl‘:u( v unexpected, str:
and odd; 1ad small
rary of l\n ks circle- -Squatgrs
ind other cranks.’ The leopérd
had not ;l'mngmi spots!  Régha
pujan himselt published
Journal Indian A
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Srinivasa Ramanujan

His “research him
recognition leading up 1o
tion in 1918 to the Roval
and to a Trinitv Felowship

1914 1ill the vear of his death and
cven PL)\H}IHM(‘IJ‘-.]\ w:\cl;(,‘ e
matieal - journalsy’ (English. FErenct
and German) carried his papers
and shorter notes. Such an experi
ence was no doubt stimulating.

In the spring  of 1917 ' Rama:
nujan took ill: it soon  becams
ecessary to hospitalise him? lalsg
he ‘spént. some time rec COVErinE 11
sanatoriat at Wells,  Matlok = and
London. - Only in the autumn of
1918 did he show clear signz of
improvéement and eéarly im 1919
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he was thought fit to back
to India. Bdck home,
his. mathematical work. ‘A letter of
February, 1920, to his patron, Prof.
Hardy, boré no, discouraging. men-
tion of his health: so the /news of
his death! on April 26, 1920 'took
the professor completely by ' suf-
prise.
I'he
been
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Ramanujan have
of a number  of
such mathematicians as |
Mordell, H. B. C. Darling, |
MacMahon and others. But
obviously n m best posi-
g¢valuate “'his achievement
guide and cull;alwmlul. Prof.
Hardy.
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devotes to |

some of  Ramanujan’s remarkable
pupe His assessment awards spe-
cial Kudos to . his “algebraic ap:
proximations of 'p'\) his
of ' partitions and the allied ¢

of the theories of elliptic !ummm‘
an. continued fractions,” because |
n these ‘Ramanujan shows  at  his
erv..best 7
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Prodigious

Prct, Hardy admits
a prodigious memory
could “remember  the
cies ‘of numbers in an
canny “wav.” "Every
tegers” Mr. . Littlewood
marked. “was one of his personal
friends.” Actuallv. Prof. Hardv is
of the opinion that Ramanujan’s
work would have -been greater had
it_heen less stranee: but he cannot
denv. that it possessed  “profonnd.|
and invincible originality.®

TFhat = is . precisély  what ~ madi
Ramanuian —and nor - iust - an |
other ereat mathematician ~ Had he |
héen caurht and tamed in his vouth
he might have turned out to be a
oreater mathematician: but circum
stances so fashioned his genins that
in the brief sran of 32 vears ‘he
flashed throush the kv miare Hike 3
metear that
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that he had
and that he |
idiosyncra: |
almost un-
positive n:
once re:

like an orbitine star
(A commemorative
being 15518 this
Ramdnujan's honour.)
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