The Earth Day was Celebrated at 4 places in Sirsi taluka, Uttara
Kannada District. Before these celebrations wide publicity was
given in interior villages circulating pamplets regarding Earth Day.

The programmes were held in feliewing villages:

1. Malali.

This is a small village comprising of 50 houses, Most of
the people sre swall and marginal farmers involved in growing,
paddy. They depend on forests for fedder, fuel and green leéf\\
manure. ' 3

A detall discussion was held regardinc the causes that ate
responsible for dwindling of natural forests near their village.
The farmers told that the irratic rainfall and decrease of
rainy days has affected their crop yleld. They also complained
government planting efforts which is infirely mono culture
plantations of Acacia and Casurina serrounding the village.

The participanis and the resource éersan visited these planta=-
tions adgdcent teo the village and to understand the problem
of mono culture'plantatienS. People are concerned about soil
~depletion due to such mono culture plantations,

The participants concluded that due teo degradation of
forests the bountiful yimlas of Mother Earth is decre¢asing.
They resolved %o reduce the pressure on forests by constructing
ASTRA 3TOVES. Youth and Elderly people took part in the
disaussion. ' ‘

" The rest of the day was spent with all the villagerS. Ag
‘slide show was shown to create environmental awareness. Abaut\
50 people participated in the discusslon and about 200 people Qi
werﬂ invelved through slide show. A resource person co=ordi-
nated these activities, ‘ g '

Goll.
: Earth Day was celebrated at Siddivinayaka High School,
Geli. The programmes were; :

a) Exibition of photos on environment¢ A

b) A greup discussion with children about Nature, The Head
Master and local people also took part in this diseussion
People shared their experience of destruction of Mother
Earth.

A debate competition among school children regarding
des truction of Earth and how it can be halted. Many

children took part in this competition,

A slide show was arranged for the participants on Earths
_resources and the destructive process,




About 60 children took part in this workshop. Booklets
on nature protection was distributed to participants,

A one day function was arranged for a group of villagers

at Neggu. This was held at the Vinayak Temple premises,
About 250 people too part in this function. The programmes
were as follows

Introduction to Earth Day and Speeches,

Debate competition on saving Earth from destructien

A slide show on environment protection. This was a

very successful programme as majority of people took
part in the discussion.

Devinane.

Devimane is a interior area in Uttara Kannada. The day
seminar was organised at Sri Durga Temple premises, Apout
250 villagers took part in this function. The programmues
were }

Extxdwmx Introduction to Earth Day and opening remarks.
Discussion - Peoples perception, thelr conc*» over
decrease in rainfall, crop failure and destruction of
crops by wild animals,

A consensus was arrived at, wherein people said that
it is essential to protect the resources on Earth to
get good rainfall and crops.

- A debate competiddon was organised for village children.
- Slide show,
More than 250 people took part in this function at Devimane.

Tree plahting programme was not feasable due to dry season
and shortage of water,

The programmes were organised by parisara Samrakshana Kendra
Sirsi.
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