B=108 Gulmohar Park
New Delhi 110 049
December 12, 1972

Dear Dr Madhava Rao:

The cataract operation, I believe, was a success and this
should find you recovering fast. I offer prayers for the
full restoration of the eyesight., Science should continue
to benefit from your contributions and young scientists get
your continued guidance.

Your kind letter was here when I returned from my trip to
Bangalore, I have deliberately delayed this letter as I
did not want you to be bothered immediately after the
operation,

I respect your assessment of Dr Bhabha but in choosing
him for writing the biography I was rightly or wrongly
guided by the declared policy of TIME magazine on its
cover stories. They do not necessarily have to be "good"
men: the test is whether they have been an influence on
contemporary events for good or bad. In making the trip
South chiefly to meet you, I aimed at getting an assess-
ment of Dr Bhabha that would not be merely adulatory as
kxz:xhkexnxxkxk I was treated to at Bombay., During. the
hour you spared me that day, you confirmed Dr Ramanna's
observation you would be truly objective despite the
differences you had with Dr Bhabha, I am grateful to you
for your observations that day. I shall only be more so
Sshould you on complete recovery from the operation decide
on giving me a comprehensive account of your associations,
of your assessment of the man and the scientist,

i
If you would dictate rather than write, I will‘gggy%%‘sister,
Swarnalatha/uhom Mrs Madhava Rao know, to record your account,

yesterday
I got a letter from Prof Sudarshan at Austin, Texas,/saying

I must meet you as you collaborated with Dr Bhabha on research
on Relativistic Wave Equations,

Kindly do let me know if you would relent to help me with
your recollections and letters,

Please accept my sincere thanks for your hospitality that
day, and for the very useful reprints.

Yours sincerely,

S P K Gupta







