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Welcome and tribute to late Prof. B.S.Madhava Rao on his Birth Centenary,
by Sri K.R. Ramachandran 1.A.S. (Retd), President, [TIWC

BANGALORE SRINIVASA RAO MADHAVA RAO
(1900-1987)

Bangalore Srinivasa Rao Madhava Rao was an eminent Professor of Mathematics,
an outstanding teacher of Mathematics, a distinguished Research Scientist, a keen
sportsman and a sagacious educational administrator, all rolled into one. He was born on
29th May 1900 at Chamarajanagar, a small town near Mysore City in the Stage of
Karnataka ( then the princly State of Mysore).

After MSc degree (1921) and a brief stint as a Research Scholar, Madhava Rao
~secured in 1922 the job of Lectureship in Mathematics in the newly started College of
Engineering (the present Visweswaraiah College of Engineering). In 1926 he was
elevated to Assistant Professorship in Central College (of Science), Bangalore and four
years later, in 1930, he went back to the College of Engineering as Professor of
Mathematics. Hand in Hand with his teaching obligations and activities on the sports field,
Madhava Rao started research in Mathematics in a big way and this activity received a big
fillip with the arrival in Bangalore, of Prof. Max Born, the eminent theoretical Physicist
(who later became a Nobel Laureate). Madhava Rao drew whatever advantage that was
possible from the brief sojourn (October 1935-April 1936) of Prof. Max Born and
published a series of research papers on Born’s non-linear field theory and obtained the
DSc degree in 1938 from the University of Calcutta.

Both at the College of Engineering, Madhava Rao proved to be an outstanding
teacher with a capacity for lucid exposition of ideas and flair for friendly attitude towards
his students. His scholarship, sense of dedication and sweet temper made a lasting impact
on his students. Proficiency in sports and sociability were added points of strength in his
favour. His sympathy towards students and generosity in helping the needy and poor
students will themselves constitute a tale that is worth mentioning. Many of his students
used to remember him in their later years 1955, a representative committee of elder
citizens of Bangalore, organized a special function to present an address to him, extolling
his services to the cause of University Education in general and to the University of
Mysore, in particular. Speakers on the day spoke in eloquence, highlighting his qualities of
head and heart and his academic achievements and proficiency on the sports field. It was a
red letter day for Madhava Rao.

In October 1955, Madhava Rao joined the Institute of Armament studies, Poona as
Professor of Mathematics and Ballistics and continued in this capacity till May 1960. Later
he joined the University of Poona as Tilak Professor of Applied Mathematics and held this
post till 1965. Thereafter he returned to Bangalore to lead a quiet life of retirment.
However, academic activities continued to engage his attention and he was an associate
member of the Centre for Theoretical at Indian Institute of Science till the very end.

Madhava Rao evinced great enthusiasm for out-door games right from his
boyhood. He became a good Hockey Player and was indeed the centre forward player for
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