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Second Language

Enrich Your English - 143

Improving your writing

through editing
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ere is a question from Rahul

Krishnan one of the readers of

the ‘Second Language’. “Sir, I
have many problems with my writing.
While writing assignments and exams, I
make a lot of mistakes. Can you give me
. some suggestions to improve my writing
- skills?” Despite our best efforts, most of

. us like Rahul make mistakes while writ-

ing. Well, it is important to write cor-
rectly. It makes your communication
clearer, and your reputation brighter.
How can you eliminate errors in your
writing? If you want to succeed at writ-
. ing, the most important thing you have
~todo is to revise and edit your writing.
All of us at one time or another have
- said something careless to a friend and
- then spent the rest of the night regret-
ting our words. In contrast, when we

~ write we can make sure we say exactly

. what we mean. Good writers don’t

| express themselves perfectly on the
first try, but they work hard at revising
and editing their initial efforts. It is
during the editing process that a
mediocre text can be polished into an
outstanding writing. Thus learning to
edit will make you a more proficient
writer.

Editing, a creative process
William Faulkner, after winning the
. Nobel Prize for literature, says; “I am
not one of the world’s greatest writers,
but I would have to be counted among
the world’s half a dozen greatest re-
writers”. Some of the best and most
respected writers in the world like
Faulkner are really exceptional rewrit-
ers. They edit and make their writing

stronger. Editing is as much a part of
the creative process as writing itself.
When you edit your writing, you're
essentially doing the same thing a
sculptor does when he chisels the
details into his statue. The initial writ-
ing is just carving out the rough shape.
When you edit, you make your writing
stronger. You cut out the fluff and leave
only the message that you want to con-
vey.

Write first, edit later

In his classic, “How to write”,
Stephen Leacock says most people con-
fuse writing with putting words on
paper. Writing, he says, is mostly think-
ing and only a tiny part is actually spent
in putting pen to paper. If writing has
got so much to do with thinking, then
what about editing? Because editing
comes after writing, editing also means
re-thinking or re-writing. Regardless of
the types of writing, we write for only
one reason: to communicate, both con-
sciously and subliminally, with others.
We edit our writing so that our readers

‘will understand our authorial intent. In

other words, we write to communicate,
and we edit to clarify.

The process of writing is a combina-
tion of two quite different activities.
One consists of “getting your ideas
down on paper”; the other, of editing it,
once it is on the paper. Casual writing -
a posteard to a friend -may consist only
of the first activity. But if you cross out
a word on the postcard and replace it
with another, that is your ‘editing’.
Inexperienced writers sometimes imag-
ine that writing consists only of the first

activity--getting things onto paper--but
both activities are crucial; and usually,
both are in play at once. Whatever sort
of writing you do, it's important to
revise and edit your work — especially if
you write assignments, or articles or
short stories.

Revising, editing and proofreading
People think that revising, editing °

and proofreading are names for the
same thing. As you write a paper, you
move through stages of development. In
the initial stages, you invent ideas and
arrange them into an overall argument.
Once you have a full first draft, you
move into the middle stage of writing-
revision-and then into the later stages
of writing-editing and proofreading.
Revising is the reading of your manu-
script to organize your thoughts'on
paper to match the thoughts in your
mind. When you revise, you might add,
cut, move, or change information in
order to make your ideas clearer, more
accurate, more interesting, or more
convincing. When you edit, you fix any
problems in grammar, punctuation and
sentence structure. Proofreading puts
the final shine on your writing.
Proofreading is checking the manu-
script for accuracy and correctness.

Understanding errors

Students who wish to write well
need help in understanding and avoid-
ing mistakes in their writing. There are
four main types of errors in written lan-
guage: spelling, punctuation, grammar
and usage.

Spelling mistakes: English spelling
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