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By Our Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI, MAY 7. The Centre is un-
derstood to have agreed to pro-
vide financial assistance for
development of Papikonda Wild-
life sanctuary in Andhra Pradesh
and for eco-development around
protected areas provided the
State Government submits pro-
posals.
The Environment Ministry ex-

pressed its willing to sanction
funds under Centrally-sponsored
schemes under development of
national parks and sanctuaries
following representation by Dr. P.
Pulla Rao, of West Godavari on
problems being faced by forest
dependent Medara communities
in the area.
In his representation, Dr. Rao

had sought measures to help peo-

Aid for developing sanctuary'
>

ple from the tribal community
who are largely dependent on
bamboos and live in or near the
forests but were facing problems.
He had urged the Government to
formalise the rights of forest-de-
pendent people by making avail-
able supply of timber and
bamboo or creating opportunities
for such people. The Ministry said
the Andhra Pradesh Government
was requested to look into the
problems being faced by the
Medara community and to take
necessary action since most of the
problems could be addressed by
the State Government.

The Centre has formulated a
100 per cent Centrally- sponsored
scheme "Association of Sched-
uled Tribes and Rural Poor in Re-
generation of Degraded Forests

on Usufruct Sharing Basis' which
is being implemented in several
States.

The objectives of the scheme
are to improve forest-based bio-
mass resource base in degraded
forest lands and to manage it on
sustained basis for the domestic
needs of the identified communi-
ties, involve scheduled tribes and
other rural poor in protection and
rehabilitation of degraded forests
for maintenance of ecology of the
area and to provide gainful em-
ployment and sustainable eco-
nomic base to scheduled tribes
and other rural poor in the vicin-
ity of their habitation. An outlay
of Rs, 1500 lakhs in the 9th plan
has been earmarked for rehabil-
itation of more than 15,000 hec-
tares.
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