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WE, REPRESENTING VARIOUS SOCIALLY CONSCIOUS
GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS WITH CONCERN FOR THE
WELFARE, DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION OF THE
CHILDREN AND YOUTH OF TAMILNADU, DO ASSERT

thatitisthe fundamental duty of the State to provide

Jor compulsory education for all children up to twelfth
standard, free of all costs through a non-
discriminatory common school system and an efficient
network of public schools, consisting of government
and aided schools and early childhood care,
development and education of children under six
years of age;

that education must be transferred from the
Concurrent list to State List;

that it should only be offered through the medium of
Tamil or the mother-tongue as the learner may desire;

that the curriculum, school regulations and classroom
practices are firmly based on our constitutional values,
are totally learner-friendly, devoid of any kind of
punishment and in the best interests of children;

that qualified teachers on regular scales of pay are
appointed in adequate numbers, with a minimum of
one teacher per class as to make education a
Sfunctional, useful and an enabling tool for the
learner;




* that education should cultivate in children critical and
creative abilities and be empowering;

* that the physical infrastructure of every school
conformstothe stan‘d'(‘zrds prescribed in the rules and
regulations of the state.

.o that every learner is enabled to enter jobs or higher
education as the learner may choose;

* that access to higher education, including
professional courses, is free for the economically and
socially weaker section and that the State must be
progressively responsible for the funding of all higher
education.

* that the state’s monitoring system is efficient,
transparent and committed to the social well-being
of the community at large; and

* that children’s priorities and interests be the first call
of all policies and laws, administrative and judicial
decisions; and

* that budgetary allotments by the State and the Union
Governments are substantially increased to fulfill all
the requirements as stated above.

WE THERFORE CALL UPON ALL POLITICAL PARTIES, TO
PUBLICLY COMMIT THEMSELVES TO THE MANIFESTO AND
URGE SOCIAL ORGANISATIONS, CONSUMER
ORGANISATIONS, TEACHERS’ UNIONS, STUDENT, YOUTH,
WOMEN’S, DALIT AND TRIBAL ORGANISATIONS AND
PUBLIC SPIRITED CITIZENS TO COMMIT THEMSELVES AND
CAMPAIGN FOR SINCERE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PEOPLE’S AGENDA BY GOVERNMENTS AT THE CENTRE AND
THE STATE.



Education Today

Kumbakonam school tragedy gave a gruesome wake up call
that drastic changes are needed in the education system in Tamil
Nadu. However, the writing on the wall was ignored except for

some knee jerk reactions that addressed the symptoms and not
the disease.

The primary purpose of education is to help build a democratic,
egalitarian, secular and humane society. Education is a means
for unleashing the full human potential both in the individual’s and
in the larger public interest. Itis also a path to social development
with equality and social justice. It has a critical role in generating
knowledge for welfare of the large mass of people rather than for
profit, subjugation or concentration of power. Education is definitely
not a commodity or service that can be traded in the market.

The fundamental right to quality education for all, enshrined in
our constitution, is yet to be realized by a large number of our
children. The state, over the decades, has been abdicating its
constitutional responsibility with respect to provision of school
education of equitable quality for all children. This has been done
by designing and permitting multiple track of educational facilities,
that provide varying quality of education to different sections of
society and by increasing the space for the market forces to set
direction in policy formulation and educational planning.

The problems in education have further been compounded by
the erosion of the authority of states in our federal system. The
transferring of education from State List to Concurrent List in 1975
has led to the authority of the Centre being imposed on states to
the detriment of the educational and cultural aspirations of people
in a multi-cultural society with high levels of uneven development
among states.







