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No.50/6/18/88-T5S .
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA (BHARAT SARKAR)
CABINET SECRETARIAT(MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA)
RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN.

New Delhi, the 10 October, 1990.

NOTIFICATION

A National® Security Council has been constituted vide Government
Resolution No.50/4/18/88-TS dated 24.8.50 to provide a framework in which
Various aspects pertaining to national security can be viewed in a coordinated
manner, - To provide a broader cross-section of views on the workine =
Nztional Security Council, it has bLoen decided to set up a mSecurity
Advizory Board under the chairmanship of Prime Minister and with the iollowing
mernibers:

(n shri Jaswant Singh, M.P.

£2) Shiri ‘Amal Daita, M.p.

(3) Shri P.V. Narasimha Rao, K.P.
(4) Shri Jagjit Singh Aurora, M.P,

(5 Shri K.R. Narayanan, A.P.
qe Sini linderjit Gupie, M.P.

Shri Jyoti Basy, C.M., West Bengale”
Shri BS. Shekhawat, C.M., Rajatthan.
Shri M. Karunanidhi, C.W., Tamil Nadu.
Shri Biu Patnaik, C.M., Orissa.

hii P.K. Mehanta, C.M., Assam

: Governor (14K)
Gf.\_"ve:nc-r (Punjzb)
Shri Inder Malhotra

Sk Fran-Chosre

Shri Nikhil Chakravarti

Shei Hizbani Sen Gupia
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2 Memb2rs of the National Security Council will be permanent
Invitees of the National Security Advisory Board. Prime Minister may also

Invite other Ministers to attend the,.meetings_of..the-Board.. = --= ——. .. __ m
3. ° The Advisory Board will assist the National Security Council in

the following manner:-

(a) provide a broad range of informed views and options for decision
making on crucial issues affecting national security, -—- -- - ----- -

(b) comment on the options presented before it for planning responses
in the long and near-term based on the developing situation and
related threat perceptions;

(c) strive for a consensus and broad understanding in a non-partisan
atmosphere on national security issues to enable continiuity of
policies and programmes on national security matters; and

(d) promote better understanding of basic national security issues
and problems in the country.

4, The National Security Advisory Board will meet as required but
atleast twice a year. The meetings of the Board will be convened by the
Secretary, National Security Council.

D4 The term of the present National Sécurity Advisory Board will
be one year.
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(V.C. Pande)
Cabinet Secretary
10-10-1990
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The Mahager,
Government of I dia Press,
(Bharat Sarkar Press),

Faridabad. .

Copy forwarded for information fox
(1) AN : Secretaries to the Government of India.
) ALl Chief Secretaries to the State Governments and Union Territories.
(3) - ALl the Members of the National Security Advisory Board.

b,

(D, Das Gupta)
Joint Secretary.




Av AI
T IF TS the growing complexity of matters
connécted with'internal security and the highly *
volatile o
States of Punjab, - Jammu ‘and 'Kashmir and 4
Assam that has given a fillip to ‘the ‘idea*of © :
forming a National Security Council, the propo-'1
sal by itself is by no means new. The need for 2
¢ setting up such a body was ‘mentioned in the
National Front' election manifesto. The Prime -
‘Minister,. Mr. V. P.- Singh's announcement ' in 4
Parliament ‘of "the - Government's"decision 46 §.
bring 'the NSC into being
“welcomed even'if 'some discordant. notes were .,
struck’on the model.that was'Sotight to be im- .|
~ Plemented. The very wide and extremely com-.. -
plicated nature of the issues relating to_national .|
security and their :manifold ‘ramifications ‘have, |
.« made it impérative that the Government should 1
- organise an institutional framework to ‘deal with 4,
- them efficiently. It is in"this Context that the de- k|
_cision of the.Prime-Minister;Will-hayeito be wel- =
comed, It is not as if the’ policy framework in
regard__to, niational _sectrity s Hiow~ bereft of -
" studied " consideration “and“that “only” ad "ho¢ *
measures are being’ taken.; The_Cabinet Lom- ;;
. Mittee on Political Affairscomiprisirig impgrtant '
Ministers is the overseeing*body, and it is the
- most important-advisory mechanism today that
. is called-upon to tackle problems of national !
_ importance, ‘including,“of course; internal secur-
- ity. The Cabinet_systemy of . government-uinder.,
which the executive is”fesponsible to *Parlias.
- ment would not in any ¢ase admitof an ar- |
. rangement by which decisions are taken with--
.out accountability to the highest legislative fo-
rum. The National Security Council is thus not a -
super-cabinet. It - is primarily intended to l
harmonise ‘the ‘various"aspects of .national se-
curity. and to evolve what should be regarded
as anintegrated approach to provide for conti-
nuity and long term perspectives in this crucial {
field, taking intc account the likely threat scen- 1
arios; - defence “planning ~and * preparedness, .
weapons, procurement, force levels and so on.
* Mr. V. P. Singh was ‘indeed answering critics
when he conveyed the view that there was no
question of duplicating the work of the Cabinet -
Committee on Political Affairs either; for this
body was political in nature, consisting of Min- -
isters depending on their political \:‘impor’cance, .
and the NSC was going to be a demonstrative- !
ly functional set up. It will be assisted by a Stra- !
-tegic, Core Group (SCQ), not just a replica of °
-the present Committee of Secretaries which re- °
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‘has’genérally been=, *

e n , : e viéws recomméndations from the Defence Min-
‘conditions ‘prevailing " in the “sensitive ! 1"

istry before being presented to the Cabinet. As

| Mr. V. P. Singh has elaborated the proposal,

What is sought to be dorie ‘is to ermipowér the -
SCG collectively to put up before the NSC not, !
Jjust jope recommendation but 'several options .-
5n 'which it.can act. And the NSC is to have a

curity ‘Advisory Board with 30 to 35

=l f any -people being allowed to have a
: ;'profmhé.gn)ti"’ég?l? Over the years-it has become :
| epparent that .the Cabinet system could be- .
come more effective only if there were avenues
-of greater interaction between ‘the various Min-
Jstries.;The recent experience'in felation to Pa- 3
‘kistan,; Sri-Lanka ‘and Nepal has -underscored
| the'need to achieve; for instance, greater coor- |
.dination and harmonisation'in the' functioning of
such key Ministries as Home, Defence, Finance |
and External Affairs — and even State’ Govern-

| ‘ments — with a view to obtaining better results.

"Hereafter a compartmentalised approach \fvill
not do, and this may be exactly ‘the corrective
NSC may be made to bring about. What then
is the ‘objection to the setting up of a National
Security Council unless it is based on misin-
formed or baseless fears that it wilt end up asa
: super-imposéd body or a new centre bf power?
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representing ‘a broad range .of ;d.isc"i- 1
‘keeping with the task set for the struc-
 ture, "although here there is the danger of far -
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