REHABILITATION OF SETTLEMENTS FROM WITHIN THE WAYANAD
WILDLIFE SANCTUARY - RESETTING VISIONS FOR A GREENER FUTURE

The Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is a strip of forest along the eastern border of Wayanad
district in Kerala State. It extends from the south-east from the edge of Gudalur in the
Nilgiri District of Tamil Nadu and continues past the tri-junction of Kerala, Tamil Nadu
and Karnataka State borders towards north-west up to the Kodagu District of Karnataka.
This forest belt has a 20km wide total discontinuity between the Kurichiyad and
Tholpetty Ranges along the Kerala-K arnataka border in the Mullankolli Panchayat. Here

the State boundary runs along the Kabini reservoir and upstream along the river for some
extent where settlements have come up to the water’s edge.

The Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary extending along 344sq km was notified in 1973, This
stretch of forest in Kerala is perhaps the most sensitive and crucial forest corridor linking
the Western Ghat forests in Tamil Nadu with that in Karnataka. The Kerala forest links
the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve in Tamil Nadu along the northeastern edge of the Nilgiris
with the Bandipur Tiger Reserve and Nagarhole National Park in Karnataka. The

* Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary is a part of the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve. The Kerala
stretch of forest receives higher rainfall than the contiguous forests in the other two
States. Nuguhole (Noolpuzha) in Kerala starts from the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary and
is a major tributary joining Kabini downstream of the Kabini Dam. A number of other
streams also originate from the Sanctuary forests and drain into Kabini. Terrainal
conditions, especially the presence of a number of semi-enclosed swamps called ‘vayals’
store a considerable quantum of rainfall and feed into Kabinj. These moist depressions
also support luxuriant vegétation even in summer providing water and forage in the lean

season for the very large congregation of wildlife from the adjacent parts of Western
Ghats and the Mysore Plateau.

The forests in the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve support the largest concentration of the
Indian Elephant and the largest population of tiger in the Peninsula. It is not an
exaggeration to say that the long-term survival of elephants in this extensive landscape
actually depends on the ecological status of the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary. In addition
this 344sq km belt of forest is the only barrier preventing the entire 2000sq km Wayanad
Plateau from getting desiccated. It is also the best remaining catchment forest in the

Kabini Basin, the most important tributary of Cauvery. Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary
forests must be protected at any cost.

Till fairly recently practically the entire Wayanad Plateau was heavily forested. Within
this vast stretch of moist tropical vegetation, only along some vayals there were scattered
settlements of tribal communities belonging to 6 different groups and a small population
of subsistence farmers from the plains. Since the 1940s most af the forests in the
Wayanad Plateau were cleared leaving only the eastern strip and some scattered small
islands of Reserved Forests elsewhere. Extensive plantations of cash crops replaced most
of the hill forests. After Independence, large extent of natural vegetation in the Reserved
FForests were cleared and converted to teak and eucalyptus plantations. Recurrent man-







