The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act 1971, which came into force on 1 April, 1972 is

another positive step in the broadening of attitudes towards such a vital matter of a woman’s

right to have or not to have a child.

The measure is aimed to give an opportunity to our

women to terminate a pregnancy where there are the genuine and compelling reasons.

MEDICAL TERMINATION
OF PREGNANCY

ERMINATING pregnancy through abortion has

been in practice the world over for centuries,
although it is only in the recent past that many coun-
tries have initiated measures to give it a legal sanc-
tion. ;

Today, abortion is accepted as a social need
in a number of countries, and India is among those
who are trying to liberalize the provisions under
which it can be resorted to, mainly as a step for
emancipation of women.

Custom, religion and law had frowned upon
abortion, and it has been undsr most trying condi-
tions that Indian women could resort to this step.
But with the passage of time, transformation of society
and tempo of life, social values too have changed,
and there is a growing realization of the important
role that women can play in all other spheres of life
besides that _of bearing and rearing children. The
Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, is indeed,
another positive step in the broadening of attitudes
towards such a vital matter of a woman’s right to
have or not to have a child. It needs to be empha-
sized, however, that the Act is not intended to make
all abortions legal. It covers only those cases
where there are the genuine and compelling reasons,
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The measure, is aimed to give an opportunity
to millions of our women to take recourse to

- proper abortion when they have genuine reasons to

terminate a pregnancy.

The Act relaxes certain provisions of the Indian
Penal Code (Section 312), to make abortion law
more liberal thereby embracing a larger group of
women who need relief due to certain compelling
circumstances.

It is also the intention of the Act to provide
at least proper remedy and care to those women
who in any case are undergcing abortion, by making
it possible for them to get it done under proper
medical supervision. Of course, the need of abor-
tion should be genuine in every case.

The Act will enable women to take recourse to
abortion on three specific grounds—humanitarian,
health and eugenic. Under the humanitarian grounds,
abortion could be resorted to in cases where preg-
nancies might have been caused by criminal sex acts
such as rape. Obviously, for most people, children
born out of such criminal acts could, if unwanted,
cause grave mental injury to the mother. Also child-
ren born to these women grow up with a stigma.
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