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ABSTRACT

S B

Since the turn of the present century, there has been
considerable increase in agricultural and industrial production
in India; but the population has almost tripled during this
period and the purchasing power of the currency has also greatly
dimini shed. Most of the advences have been in industrialised
urban areas and the rural areas in a few States; but over the
rest of the country, the rural areas have continued to remain
largely poor and under-developed. The food and nutrition posi-
tion in such areas will soon worsen if the present trends in
population continue, without corre sponding rise in production and

earning capacity.

While there is general awareness of the need for milk,
meat, eggs, fish, vegetables etc. for their own homes, most of
the rural producers are now obliged to sell, not only these, but
2180 a good part of their production of foodgrains, pulses ctce.
+o meet various other domestic needs. In spite of the large
numbers of farm animals and poultry, the average production is
very low because there is very little money to buy concentrates
and the animals are largely let loose to feed on what they can
find., There is a fair amount of knowledge and experience on
the basis of which improvements can be made. With adequate
State support and dedicated éffort, the conditions can be
greatly improved. Some possible methods of approach through
scientific means have been discussed.

Irrespective of economic conditions, consumer preference

has always been in favour of familiar classes of products.

Some classes of processed foods have already found acceptance

becguse of their, flavour, taste, ease of digestibility and
T;a__jgeral safety in use. The introduction of such products has

always come through urban areas. Before introducing new

classes of products, there is a case for the scientists first

trying them on themsclves and in their own homes and al so

getting the collaboration of the local medical practioners who

are known to the people and in whose judgment they have some

: a e . ’ :
confidence. Chespness need not always b%(érlterlon, though it
will serve as an added ipcentivel.







