AN INTRODUCTLION T0 THe
NATIONAL CHAMBAL SANCTUARY

MADHYA PRADWSH, INDIA

The Gharial (Gavialis ganrcticus), one of the three Indian

crocodilian species is protected from extinction under Indian

Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. It occurs in the Ganges, Brahmaputra
and Mahanadi river systems. The Chambal river, one of the best
remaining habitats for the gharial in its range, originates in the
Vindhyan rénge near Mhow in Madhya Pradesh. It flows in a north-
eastern direction, passing through Rajasthan up to Pali and thereafter
it flows in an eastern direction, forming the boundary of M.P. and
Rajasthan and M.P. and Uttar Pradesh. If joins the Yeamuna river near

Bareeh of Etawah district of U.P. The Yamuna, in turn, flows in =a

south-east direction till it meets the Ganga river at Allahabad.

SANCTUARY MANAGEMINT

During 1973/79, the Chambal river was declared as a crocodile
Sanctuary under the Crocodile Project with an aim to provide a fully
protected habitat for conservation and propagation of gharial, . mugger
and other wild animals. The BSanctuary extends along the Chambal river
from Jawahar Sagar dam (Rajasthan) to Kota Barrage and, after z garn of
18 km, from Kesheraipatan (Rajasthan) through Pali (Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan) to Pachhanada (Uttar Pradesh). The total length of the
river inside the Sanctuary is about 600 km, in which Madhya Pradesh
shares 400km (approx.). The Sanctusry is under the management of the
Forest Departments of Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh with

head-quarters at Kota, Deori (Morena Dt.), and Agra, respectively.
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The Sanctuxry field staff of Madhya Pradesh work under the
supervision of the Project Officer (ACF cadre). The staff pattern
in the Madhya Pradesh sector of the National Chambal Sanctuary is

as fallows:
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The important management strategies adopted in the National

Chambal Sanctuary are: stopping of commercial fishing activity,

controlling poaching of wild animals and protecting the habitat.

FAUNA

The important wildlife species present in the Chambal river are

as follows:

Crocodiles: Gharial (Gavialis Faneetiocus)

Muzger (Crocodylus palustris)




Purtles: Hardshell turtles - Kachuga kachu-a

Kachuga dhongoka

Kachuga tentoria

Hardella thureii

Softshell turtles — Trionyx grneeticus

Lissemye puncts=ta

Chitra indica

Mammals: Gsngetic dolphin (Platznista cengetica)

Otter (Lutra sp.)
A number of fish species zre present in the Chambal river,

In addition other land wild animals present in the Sanctuary
are: Blue bull, sambhar, wild boar, Jjackal, Fox, hyena, Hanuman lansur,
rhesus monkey, hares, more tham 150 species of birds (both resident

and migcratory), variety of snakes, lizards, monitor lizard etc.
CAPTIVE REARING PROGRAMME

Under the Indian Crocodile Project 'erow and release' technicue
has been adopted for conservation of the gharisl in the Sancturry.
This technique is aimed on collection of wild-1aid ~sharial egss for
hatching and rearing of hatchlinss to 1.2 m size for subsequent relesse
into wild habitats. Duringl979 Madhya Pradesh Forest Department has

set up a gharial rehabilitation centre at Deori, T km North of Morena

on the National Highway No. 3 (Agra-Bombay Road), where captive rearing

of crocodiles and turtles is under progress.







