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Orissa tribals denied
access to means
of survival

Usha Rai cites a recent study which'contends
that the grant of monopolistic rights over
forest produce to private firms is illegal

ALAHANDI, Kora- bamboo areas. A 12-year lease
| put and Bolangir are syn- was given to work the bamboo in
1 onymous with recurring cycles: every three years.
| drought and abject poverty. The
‘survival of the large population

Ballarpur . Industries,  Straw
I of tribals inhabiting these as well

Products and Oriental Paper
Mills have cornered the bamboo

as other areas of Orissa is depend-

ent on collection and marketing

collection rights in Malkangiri,
Puri, Dhenkanal,

| of non-timber forest products

(NTFPs). :

Parlakhemundi, Phulbani,
Ballaguda, Raygada, Kalahandi,

However, a recent study by
{IN.C. Saxsena, Director, National
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Bonai, Sundargarh and Bamra
forest divisions.

This implies that state monop-
Academy of Administration,
Mussoorie, shows that the pyor
in Orissa can neither process
these items, stock goods or sell
them in the market. Though the
National Forest Policy of 1988
| states clearly that forest dwellers

/| have the first right to forest:

produce. state. .nnwer hac hean

oly has, in fact, provided room
for private monopoly. Does not
the arrangement with the paper
industry amount to leasing out of
forests? As the Centre’s appro-
val has not been obtained, the
arrangement is illegal, maintains
Mr Saxsena.
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