best certificate: Gill

By Usha Rai

NEW DELHI, Jan. 8

“The fact that all political par-
ties are criticising our coverage of
news is our best certificate,”” Mr S.
S. Gill told a crowded Press con-
ference here today.

Mr Gill was reacting sharply to
criticism of over projection of Ms
Sonia Gandhi as personality of the
week on Doordarshan. Mr Gill
pointed out that Sonia’s decision
to campaign for the Congress was
lead story in all newspapers and
the news team in DD had exer-
cised its discretion in projecting
her.

But the tremendous flak DD has
received for its coverage, has made
the CEO take a personal look at
the tape. He maintains that the
coverage was balanced and of 10
minutes of the tape, three had

one to Sonia and seven to others,
including BJP spokesperson Sush-
ma Swaraj who was extremely cri-
tical of Sonia. :

Mr Gill said programmes on
personality of the week had been

done on two other politicians —
Mr P. Sangma and Mr Laloo Pra-
sad Yadav without drawing flak.

The BJP, he maintained, had got
maximum coverage on Doordar-
shan.

The CEO has had two charts
prepared showing the coverage

given to political parties in DD’s
evening bulletins (Hindi and En-
glish) from Dec. 20 to 31 and in
news bulletins of various channels
from Jan. 1 to 6 this year.
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