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Over the last ThiGe years the Environmental Services

Group, World Wildlife Fund=India, has attempted to provide

an information service for environmental NGOs in India.

This programme, extremely limited and of inconsistent

quality though it was, did assist some NGOs with professional

information. Such information was relevant to various projects

and programmes in fields such as 'eco-development' and

environmental education. ESG was also able to assist with

follow-up on proposals submitted by NGOs to various

Central Government Departments for funding.

One reason why the ESG effort was limited was that we
were dependent on the convenience of our own full time staff
members who took time away from their mainstream duties to
provide such a service at ESG's cost. However late last year
we were able to secure a grant from the Department of
Environment, Government of India to build up an NGO Information
Cell within the ESG under the Department's Environmental

_ Information System (ENVIS) programme. We now have full time
staff members to provide professional information assistanee
to NGOs aswell as for other responsibilities assigned to us
by the DOEn. These are connected with the collection and
dissemination of envirommental information relevant to the
Mass Media and to Parliament. This means we will now be in
a better position to be of some help to envirommental NGOs.

Spec¥fically, we suggest that NGOs could write to us
for information on:

a) Programmes of the Department of Environment.

b) Professional expertise available in various parts
of the country on aspects of environmental planning/

protection/education/research/legislation/monitoring/
%ssessment.

Technical aspects of envirommental management
programmes.
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