PRAKRUTI
ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1991 -1992

The voluntary organization PRAKRUTI is working in rural areas of Uttara Kannada
district, Karnataka. The main activities and programme conducted during the year from
April 1991 to March 1992 is as follows :-

RURAL DEVELOPMEN WORK:-

The emphasis of rural development programme is to help the weaker sections to attain
benefits of government scheme. In order to create awareness among people we have
helped to organise and seek justice and benefits of government programmes. The
community organisers are working in interior hills areas assisting people in their struggle.
They also help them in removal of social evils like dowry and untouchability. In 25 cases
destitute people were enabled to secure old age person from government. Similarly the
children of weaker section were helped to get scholarships. The interior villages do not
have road link. The organisation is helping them to get financial support to build the
roads.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

The degradation of natural resources in this district has caused enamors problems for
common people. In order to tackle this problem our organisation has launched a
programme to create environmental awareness among common people.

The world environment day (June 5, 1991) was celebrated in rural village with assistance
from Department of Environment and Ecology, Government of Karnataka. The
programme exposed the people to threat of destruction of forests, pollution offer and
decreasing water availability. It was also stressed to adopt alternate sources of energy to
reduce pressure on natural forests.

In on special attempt to widen the activities related to ecological issues the organisation
conducted six workshops on “FOREST AND PEOPLE” in Uttara Kannada, Bijapur,
Raichur and Dharwad districts. The department of Environment &Ecology, Government
of Kamataka, provided financial support towards this programme.

We organised three nature camps for children in rural areas of Uttara Kannada district.
This gave an opportunity to inject ecological awareness among younger generation.

At district level we organised an essay competition for high school students. The topic
was “ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVASION & DEVELOPMENT IN MALNAD”.
There was good response from students from various regions in the district. Cash award
were given to first three essays.

FOREST PROTECTION




As a result of our environmental work various grassroots level groups have formed
organizations to sop forest destruction. This year such organizations were formed in 4
places who spontaneously stopped lopping of ‘Dalchini’ tree, they sought our support in
this organising work.

We motivated 700 villagers to participate in a programme to reduce felling of trees for
green manure. Instead we persuaded hem to collect dry leaves, because of which tree
survives. In 15 villages we have helped in regeneration of greenery on barren land.
Creating forests of indegenious species.

ALTERNATE ENERGY SOURCES :
Fuel efficient ‘Chullas’ or stoves for 50 families were installed in villages, especially for

weaker sections. This has helped the families through reduction of smoke and decreasing
the need for fuelwood.

We are also propagating Gobargas plant as a source of energy in rural areas.

We are propagating Solar energy devices in rural areas to expose the people to this non
conventional energy source. The Karnataka State Council for Science and Technology.
Bangalore has given us six Photovoltaic panels to install photovoltaic lighting systems in
interior villages.

SAVE BEES CAMPAIGN

We organised a strong campaign to save indegenious honey bees in South India. The
indegenious honey bees face a threat of disease due to introduction of exotic honey bees.
We persuaded the scientists to stop introduction of exotic bee species. However, a strange
bee diseases has destroyed 3000 bee colonies in south Kanara and Kodagu districts. This
disease, if it spreads will wipe out honey bees, causing extensive damage to environment
and tribals. We are seeking financial assistance to strengthen this campaign. We have
succeeded in pursuading the state government to release 3 lakhs of rupees to compensates
those bee-keepers who lost the bee colonies due to spreading of disease. Each Beekeeper
will be paid compensation based on the damage caused.

ECOLOGICAL AGRICULTURE

The high costs of chemical based agriculture has caused financial as well as health
problems for farmers. The soil and water is polluted. In order to educate farmers about
dangers of chemical agriculture we launched a programme to contact farmers and to
create awareness. . Five workshops on this issues were organized during the year. In this
process the organization has realized that the farmers are developing an alternative
ecological agriculture. In this ecological agriculture the emphasis is on organic input
natural pesticides and cultivating from indegenious seeds that are suitable to a particular
region.







