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Varanus niloticus (Linnaeus, 1766)

Order SAURIA Family VARANIDAE

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS A large diurnal 1lizard, occurring virtually
throughout sub-Saharan Africa (except the arid south-west). Has been recorded
in: Angola, Benin, Botswana, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Congo, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau,
Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozambique,
Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
Probably present in: Burkina, Burundi, Chad, Djibouti, Rwanda, Swaziland, and
possibly in the extreme south of Algeria. Typically found in association with
rivers, streams, lakes and other permanent water sources. Often common,
especially in protected areas and areas with sparse human activity, but
utilisation for food and skins is widespread and the latter in particular
poses a threat to local populations.

A substantial skin trade was reported to CITES, with an annual mean of 408 292
between 1980 and 1985. The skins were mostly imported to Europe, especially
France, Italy, Switzerland and F.R. Germany. Most originated in Mali,
Nigeria, Sudan and Cameroon. Relatively small numbers of live animals were
reported international trade, with an annual mean of 816 from 1980 to 1985.

While the species as a whole is not threatened, exploitation appears to be a
cause of local depletion. Field information on population status and trends
is required to help assess the long-term sustainability of the present high
trade levels.

DISTRIBUTION Very widespread in sub-Saharan Africa from Mauritania in the
west, eastward through Mali, Niger and Sudan, and south almost throughout the
continent to South Africa's Cape Province, but generally absent from desert
areas. Penetrates north of the Sahara into Egypt down the Nile valley. Has
been recorded in: Angola, Benin, Botswana, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Equatorial Guinea, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea,
Guinea Bissau, Ivory Coast, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania,
Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra
Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zaire, Zambia,
Zimbabwe. Probably present in: Burkina, Burundi, Chad, Djibouti, Rwanda,
Swaziland, and possibly in the extreme south of Algeria.

Mertens (1942) recognised two subspecies, V. n. niloticus in the larger,
drier, part of the range, and V. n. ornatus in forest areas of West Africa,
its distribution partly interrupted on the Guinea coast by the nominate form.

Algeria Mertens (1942) gave a record from Adrar Mountain, which is in
southern Algeria; however as this is an extremely arid area, it is likely that
the term may refer to the Adrar region which extends into northern Mali along
the edge of the Niger drainage.

Angola Manacas (1955) listed localities from Angola, including Rio Quilo,
Cabinda, Luanda, Rio Cuando, Mayumba, Duque de Braganga, Dondo, Rio Cuanza,
Hanha, N'dala Tando, Golungo Alto, Kuvangu and Rio Mbalé. V. n. ornatus is
said to occur on the Loango coast in what is now Cabinda, while the nominate
subspecies occurs elsewhere in the country (Mertens, 1942).
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Benin Recorded from Agouagon and Haut-Dahomey (Chabanaud, 1917). Mertens
(1942) cited records of V. n. niloticus from Ajuda, Agouagon, and Haut
Dahomey.

Botswana Present along rivers and near permanent water, but absent from the
true Kalahari (Auerbach, 1985). V. n. niloticus has been recorded at Maun

and along the Chobe River (Mertens, 1942).

Burkina No records have been located, but the species almost certainly
occurs in the country as it is listed in the national legislation and is found
in the surrounding countries, Mali, Ivory Coast, Ghana, Togo, Benin and Niger.

Burundi No records from Burundi have been located, but the species almost
certainly occurs there, because Mertens (1942) gives records of
V. n. niloticus from Luvungi and Uvira in Zaire and Ujiji in Tanzania all
less than 20 km from the Burundi border.

Cameroon V. niloticus is- said to occur in Kalamaloué, Boubandjida,
Benoué, Faro and Douala-Edéa protected areas (Tsague, 1986), all of which are
located in the north of the country, except for the last, which is on the
coast. Mertens (1942) listed many localities for V. n. ornatus.

Central African Republic Mertens (1942) quoted a record from Avakubi in
"Central Africa" which may represent the CAR and another from Fort Sibul in

"French Equatorial Africa.

Chad V. niloticus occurs in Kalamaloué 1in northern Camerocon (Tsague,
1986) and therefore almost certainly occurs in Lake Chad.

Congo V. n. ornatus 1is widespread (Congo CITES MA, 1986), occurring at
numerous localities, including Brazzaville and Niari (Mertens, 1942).

Djibouti No records have been located from Djibouti but the species occurs
in the Awash River of Ethiopia (Neumann, 1905), and may therefore extend down
to Lake Abbe on the Djibouti border.

Egypt V. n. niloticus occurs along the Nile as far north as Giza, just
upstream of Cairo (Flower, 1933).

Equatorial Giunea V. n. ornatus occurs on the island of Bioko and has
been recorded on the mainland at Cap Saint-Jean (Mertens, 1942).

Ethiopia Neumann (1905) noted the fisrt record of V. niloticus from the
river-less '"Hauasch" region, which probably refers to the Awash. Other
records from Ethiopa are from the west, from the Blue Nile and the Akobo
Rivers.

Gabon Said to be distributed more or less uniformly throughout the country
(Gabon, Ministere des Eaux et Forets, 1in 1litt., 29 November 1985).
V. n. ornatus has been recorded at numerous localities in Gabon, including
Setto Kama, and Lambaréné (Mertens, 1942).

Gambia V. n. niloticus occurs 1in Gambia, including on MacCarhty Island
(Mertens, 1942).

Ghana Mertens (1942) cited records of V. n. niloticus from the Goldcoast,
including Abruri, Akropong, Elima and Accra.
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Guinea V. n. ornatus is said to occur on the west coast of Guinea
(Mertens, 1942). Chabanaud (1921) said the species was widespread.

Guinea-Bissau Recorded from Brene and Bijimita, on Bissau Island; Formosa
and Bambadinca (Managas, 1955).

Ivory Coast Recorded from Ivory Coast (Chabanaud, 1917). Occurs in Comoe
National Park (Anon., 1979)

Kenya Said to be present in all rivers and freshwater lakes in Kenya below
about 5000 feet (1500 m) (A.D. Mackay, in 1itt., 26 March 1986). Mertens
(1942) listed many localities for V. n. niloticus.

Lesotho The species is said to occur in the country (Lesotho Ministry of
Agriculture and Marketing, in 1itt., 23 January 1986).

Liberia Said to occur throughout the country (Liberia CITES MA, 1986).
Mertens (1942) cited records of V. n. niloticus from Monrovia, Lenga Town,
Farmington River, Gbanga and Ganta. V. n. ornatus has been recorded at Cape
Mount, Monrovia, Cavally River, Tala, Javillo, Mahfah River and Fisherman's
Lake (Mertens, 1942)

Malawi V. n. niloticus occurs at many places along the west shore of Lake
Malawi (Mertens, 1942), and along the Shire River (C. Dudley, in 1itt., 14
April 1986).

Mali V. n. niloticus occurs in the Adrar Mountain Region in the north and
at Bourem (Mertens, 1942).

Mauritania Mertens (1942) cited Flower (1929) indicating that the
distribution of V. n. niloticus extended from Mauritania eastwards, though
no records from Mauritania were given. The species certainly occurs on the
south bank of the Senegal River at Bakel.

Mozambique V. niloticus said to be found throughout the country, having a
wider distribution than V. exanthematicus (Mozambique CITES MA, 1986).
Manacas (1955) listed localities from Mozambique, including Cabeceira, Boror,
Quelimane, Tete, Beira, Lumbo, Caia and Charre.

Namibia The species only occurs along the rivers bordering the north and
south of the country, and in the Caprivi Strip. The distribution extends to
the mouths of the rivers (Namibia Department of Agriculture and Nature
Conservation, in 1itt., 9 March 1987).

Niger V. niloticus occurs along the Niger River and around other
permanent water courses and lakes (Niger CITES MA, 1986).

Nigeria Associated particularly with the forests of southern Nigeria and
the riverain forest of the savanna zone; recorded from Lagos, Umuahia,
Claabar, Egbe, Mokwa, Makurdi, Jos, Bauchi and Malam Fatori (Dunger, 1967).
Mertens (1942) provided records of V. n. niloticus from Benoué and Lagos,
and of V. n. ornatus at Warri, Sapelli, Calabar and the Niger Delta.

Rwanda No records from Rwanda have been located, but the species almost
certainly occurs there, because Mertens (1942) gives records of
V. n. niloticus from Rutshuru in Zaire, 1less than 40 km from the Rwanda
border. He also cites a probable record from Lake Kiwu, half of which is in
Rwanda.







