Novenmibes (3, 1963 .

Dear Dr., Parpia,

I am sending you herewith a note conveying my
observations bespidng on some of the aspects covered by the
report on protein-rich foods, which is now being finalised.
I have also made certain suggestions in respect of further
work snd also indicated certain possible new lines of
approach. I have prepared the material primarily with the
object of evoking some discussion and further thinking . on
the part of our colleagues. It is for you and the others
concerned to decide as to what should be done.

Some of the aspects that I have tounchéd on may be of
_1imited interest and may not even be much importance.

Some may noct require further pursuit. There may, at the
game time, be some which may open fresh possibilities and
provide scope for intense study for the next decade or more,
Sooner or later, such studies may also be taken up in other
parts of the world.

In my note, I did not refer to possible future researchesg
on proteins from grasses and other lea materials. This ’
is an important subject and future success in that field
will depend not only on the right choice of material but also
on its processing so as to render it acceptable. The
R & D Organization of the D¢fence Ministry has decided to
pass on to us the pilot plant which is now with the local
Defence Fcod Laboratory. It is packed snd ready and the
Tnstitute will have to take it over snd instal it 1n =a
suitable place. There will also be need to organise to smell
team that will be exclusively concerned with this line of
work. It mey well form a part of the joini programme of the
'P' and 'D' Divisions., B&N Division may also be interested,
in some of the aspects.

There is ample evidence to show that some of the
leaf proteins, singly and in blends, have a high FER com-
pareble with that of milk protein. This is readily under-
stendable when we 2}so consider that the entire production of
beef, mutton and milk in countries like New dealand are based
on only two grasses - viz. rye grass and clover. The
animals whieh make marvellous growth derive their entire sus-
tenance exclusively from these two grasses - and without amy
supplementation with concentrateg minerals etc. as they have
in other countries. :

It would be hardly necessary for me to emphasise the
importance of the /subject, The Institute has today some status
in the fleld of protein-rich foods. The future will depend
to a large extent, on the malntenance of the lead that we have
built up., We should consolidate what we have done and take
some of the findings to the stage of practical application
both in our country and elsewhere. At the same time, we have
to think of znd pursue new lines which will lead to fresh
development,

As Dr.Schpefer will be visiting us shortly, I
would suggest that there may be discussions with different
groups to assess the present progréze and to consider fububve
programmes of both short and long-range nature.

Although, I am no longer the Principal investi-
gator, I have taken the trouble to prepare the note because
of my interest in the subject. I hope you will appreciate
the underlying object. '

With kind regards,

gincerely yours,
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(V.SUBRAHMANYAN)







