August 20, 1993

Dearest Kusala, CP and Appu,

Now that I have finished typing Dr. Talwani’s letter to you all, I can finally get
started on my own letter. I hope you don't think that I have forgotten you already.
Don’t even let the idea enter your mind. We have been so busy here since you all
left and I was really feeling lousy and under the weather for about 10 days. My
friends from Florida, the one you met Kusala, came to visit again on their way to
look at colleges for their oldest son Chris. They spent 4 days with us and during
their visit I began feeling really lousy. My left arm was real sensitive and it even
hurt for wind to blow across it. On Monday, the day after Sue and Greg left, I
decided to make a doctor’s appointment and go after work. Believe it or not, I had
shingles on my arm. It is very painful and follows the nerve endings wherever you
have it. Mine started on the inside of my arm just about even with my armpit and
went the entire length of my arm down to my wrist. It is caused from the chicken
pox virus, which I had as a small child, and can reoccur when you are fatigued and
stressed and your body and mind need rest. I certainly consider myself in that
category. The doctor was able to prescribe some medicine for me which I took for 8
days. It was very expensive ($130.00 for 40 tablets) but if it made the pain go away
and made me feel better the cost was well worth it. I didn’t miss any work although
I did try to cut my hours back some. I was so exhausted and just couldn’t seem to get
caught up on my rest. I finished taking my medicine just two days ago and really do
feel much better. I was suppose to go with Sam to Myrtle Beach while he plays in a
golf tournament this weekend but have decided to just stay here at home and get
more rest.

We have so much to do yet at the house and at times it seems absolutely
hopeless. We are now in the process of getting ready to lay sod in the front yard.
We are irying to decide on how much we need, how much extra top soil and clean
sand we need and then the big decision of when we want it all delivered. It is a very
expensive venture but we are required by the homeowners association to lay sod in
our front yard within 90 days of moving into the house. We have also been talking
to some landscape experts to try and find out what types of plants and shrubbery we
should plant. Doesn't this all sound exciting???? I actually find it very depressing,
not only because of the work involved but mainly because of the great expense.

I did enjoyed your letter and sweet card (it made me cry) which I received
either last Friday or this past Monday, I can’t remember which. I dropped off the last
roll of film on which are the pictures I took while at the Atlanta airport. Once I get
the prints back I will put all of them together (also the pictures from the party) and
send them to you so that you will never forget any of us.







