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Forest Dept. opposes
denotification of
Kudremukh forests

By Our Staff Correspondent

MANGALORE, MAY 18. The Forest
Department has expressed its
opposition to the
Government’s move to
denotify the Kudremukh
national park area in the
Western Ghats. This assumes
significance in view of the
Government coming under
pressure to lease the area for
mining.

The Kudremukh Iron Ore
Company Limited (KIOCL)
has been hoping to exploit
the rich mineral reserves in
Gangrikal and Nellibeedu.

The State Government had
sought the opinion of the
department on denotifying
the area, which is spread over
Dakshina Kannada, Udupi,
Chikmagalur and Shimoga
districts. The World Wildlife
Federation has identified the
Western Ghats range that
includes the Kudremukh
national park among the 14
hot spots of the world for its
bio-diversity.

Following strong lobbying
from the mining companies,
the Centre had directed the
State Government to take
steps to de- notify the
Gangrikal and Nellibeedu
areas coming under
Kudremukh national park.
The State Government
referred the matter to the
Forest Department.

Expressing its opposition,
in its report, the department
has said: “There are no other
forest areas in Karnataka
more deserving than
Kudremukh to be declared as
a national park.”

The Chikmagalur Deputy
Commissioner is reported to
have sent a Rs. 5,000-crore
rehabilitation plan for the
dwellers of national park
area. But the Forest
Department has said that
there was no need to shift the
people living inside the
national park area as their
activities posed no threat to
the flora and fauna.

It is said that the letters
received from the State
Government indicated its
intention to denotify the
Gangrikal and Nellibeedu
reserves and also to extend
the lease period to 10 years °
for KIOCL.

Meanwhile, the department
has slapped a fine of Rs. 5
lakhs on the KIOCL for
carrying out unspecified work
which posed threat to forests.

The Bio-diversity Initiative
Trust, headed by Prof.
S.A.Hussain, who has written
to Mr. Nagaraj Shetty,
Additional Chief Secretary
and Principal Secretary,
Department of Forests and
Ecology, about the work in
the national park area, has
said that the area was
endowed with rich flora and
fauna, which were not found
in any other place in the
southern peninsula.

Also, it was one of the hot
spots identified under the
Treaty of fhe Biodiversity
Convention to which India
was a signatory, he said.

The treaty stipulated the
signatory country should take
measures to preserve its
diverse resources. This made
it binding on India’s part to
ensure that the area was not
decimated.

The trust has come out
with valuable data about the
rich biodiversity of the area
in its book Biodiversity of the
Western Ghats Complex of
Karnataka — Resource
Potential and Sustainable
Utilisation.

Prof. Hussain told The
Hindu that the trust was
shocked that a letter had
been sent in March from the
Prime Minister’s Office to the
State Government advising it
to freeze all procedures of
formalising/legalising the
declaration of Kudremukh
area as a national park and
renewing the existing mining
licence and prepare
de-notification of all the
additional areas as demanded
by KIOCL.

This included Gangrikal
and Nellibeedu areas as well
as the Bhagavati Forest block,
through which the KIOCL ore
pipeline passes through to
reach Mangalore harbour.

The cumulative effect of the
above multi-pronged actions
would see the end of one of
the finest and least explored
biodiversity het spots of the
Western Ghats, Prof. Hussain




REGIONAL

o
[

THE HINDU, Wednesday, Julywds, 2001 5

ra)

f

N
Vil
N

&

KIOCL: Deva§tating consequences for the Western Ghats?

N 7 {
\ By Ganesh Prabhu ‘\’CE ’;\ i k\\

KARKALA (UDUPI DT.), JULY 17. With a one-
year temporary licence granted to the Ku-
dremukh Iron Ore Company Ltd.
(KIOCL) that will expire on July 24, and
the State Govermnment denotifying
3,703.55 hectares of the Kudremukh Na-
tional Park and clearing the way for a 20-
year lease licence to the KIOCL, environ-
mentalists, intellectuals and local people
are gearing up for a struggle to stop the
grant of any fresh lease licence to KIOCL.
These sections of people have always
maintained that the KIOCL's mining ac-
tivity has had devastating consequences
on the Western Ghats, one of the 18 hot-
spots of bio-diversity in the world, in
which the National Park falls. The denot-
ified area of 3,703.55 hectares of prime
forest land falls within the 600 sq. km.
(60,032.28 hectares) area of the Kudre-
mukh National Park. This extent of land
in the Western Ghats was notified as the
Kudremukh National Park in 1987. The
KIOCL was originally granted a mining
lease for 30 years by the State Govern-
ment in 1969, which expired on July 24,
1999. It was extended twice for one year
each despite opposition from people.
The national park, which falls in the
districts of Udupi, Dakshina Kannada
and Chikamagalur, is a tropical evergreen
forest, which houses the largest wildlife
reserve in the Western Ghats. It receives
an annual rainfall of 7,000 mm. The shola
forests or the high elevated grasslands in
the park, play a vital role in checking the
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The evergreen forest of the Kudremukh National Park in the Western Ghats.

flow of rainfall and preventing soil ero-
sion, with the result the percolated rain
water is released into thousands of
streams, which abound in this region,
round the year. Three major rivers such
as the Tunga, the Bhadra and the Nethra-
vati have their origins here and provide
livelihood 'to the people living down-
stream in Karnataka and Andhra Pra-
desh.

The Bhadra reservoir provides irriga-
tion to 1,05,570 hectares in Karnataka,
while 6,63,261 hectares of land in Karna-

taka and Andhra Pradesh are irrigated by
the Tungabhadra reservoir.

According to Mr. Niren Jain, Co-ordi-
nator of the Kudremukh Wildlife Founda-
tion, Karkala, the mining operation of the
KIOCL is being conducted in the catch-
ment area of the Bhadra Reservoir at a
height of 950 metres above sea level, and
the dam site is 600 metres above the sea
level, resulting in the flow of silt from the
mining areas to the reservoir. The silt
from the Bhadra Dam overflows into the
Tungabhadra reservoir contributing to its

sedimentation. Farmers in the region
complain that their paddy yield has come
down from 16,000 kg/acre to 400 kg/acre
due to the flow of silt into their fields. A
recent report by the Centre for Ecological
Sciences, Indian Institute of Science
(ISc), Bangalore, points out that open
cast-mining leads to a direct loss of hab-
itat for a variety of plants, and the in-
direct impact on bio-diversity of the
region is grave. The Lakya Dam built to
store the waste from the mined concen-
trate has submerged nearly 572 hectares
of shola forests. The mining has reduced
the diversity of fishes in the Bhadra, Nel-
libeedu and Lakya Holey areas. The na-
tional park supports the largest number
of Lion- tailed Macaques, a highly endan-
gered primate, endemic to the Western
Ghats. It is also a home to another en-
dangered species — the Deccan Masheer.

Environmentalists fear that if the lease
is renewed for another 20 years, the
KIOCL will be forced to build another
dam at Kachigey Holey to store the iron
tailings. A 100-metre high dam at Kachi-
gey Holey will submerge another 210
hectares of wildlife habitat in the national
park and create additional environmen-
tal problems.

The KIOCL is mining low-grade iron
ore at Kudremukh and it can shift its op-
erations to Sandur in Bellary district,
where high-grade iron ore is available.
They say that a slurry leakage such as the
one which took place near Bajagoli in
Karkala taluk in July last year, cannot be

ruled out. The KIOCL, which employs
2,300 people, is the largest 100 per cent
export-oriented unit in the country. It ex-
ports blast furnace grade and DR grade
pellets to countries such as Australia, Ja-
pan, Iran and China. The company earns
foreign exchange worth $ 150 million an-
nually. An official from the KIOCL says
that the environmental movement
against the company is one- sided.

The National Environmental Engineer-
ing Research Institute (NEERI), Nagpur,
has given a report that is favourable to
the KIOCL. The report indicates there is
no serious impact on environment in the
Kudremukh region due to the pro-envi-
ronment measures adopted by the com-
pany. The KIOCL is not contemplating
mining in the Nellibeedu and Gangdikal
areas, though a survey was conducted at
Nellibeedu long ago.

The KIOCL had sought a 20-year lease
from the Government. The utilisation of
the BMQ technique may help prolong
mining though the iron ore is diminish-
ing in Kudremukh. The Lakya Dam can
accommodate iron tailings for another 10
years at the present rate of production.
The KIOCL has already replaced the 18
km. slurry pipeline out of the 67 km. long
pipeline connecting the KIOCL to the
Mangalore Port.

The rest of the pipeline will also be re-
placed. Rock filled dams have been con-
structed in: two valleys to prevent iron
tailings from joining the Bhadra river due
to soil erosion.
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“rehabilitate tribals

By Our Staff Correspondent

MADIKERI, JULY 17. A committee,
comprising officials of the Reve-
nue, Forest and Police depart-
ments, has been constituted for
identifying land for rehabilitating
the tribal people living in the Nag-
arahole National Park on the Ko-
dagu side.

The meeting held here on Mon-
day was presided over by the
Deputy = Commissioner, Mr.
G.V.Ramachandra. It followed the
decision of the State Government
to rehabilitate the tribal people
out of the forests and make them
join the mainstream, an official
press release stated here on Tues-
day.

The forest official from Hunsur,
Mr. Annayya, who attended the
meeting, said that 943 tribal fam-
ilies had been living in the Nag-
arahole National Park on the
Kodagu side. Their population
was 3,720. Some of them had
agreed to the proposal to move
out of the forests, he said.

He said that the culture of the
tribal people had to be studied
and steps had to be taken to pro-
vide them facilities before they
were shifted from the forests.
Such a move would instill confi-

dence in them. There were a
number ' of programmes of the
Union Government and' the
World Bank from which funds
could be obtained for their reha-
bilitation, he added.

The Deputy Commissioner, Mr.
Ramachandra, suggested that an
action plan, similar to that adopt-
ed for rehabilitating the tribal
people at Heggadadevanakote in
Mysore District, was needed for
their counterparts in Nagarahole.
It was decided that the plan,
which should be submitted to the
State Government, would be pre-
pared once the committee identi- -
fied land for rehabilitating them.

‘Wipe out
epidemics’
By Our Correspondent

KOLAR, JULY 17. The Chief Execu-
tive Officer of the zilla panchayat,
Mr. G.Ramachandra, said here on
Monday said that a reason for the
backwardness of Kolar was that
most contagious diseases, includ-
ing malaria, were prevalent in the
district. He regretted that people
were not well trained in hygiene.




£ dilly—dallying on mining
ease extension worries KIOCL

By Kingshuk Nag

BANGALORE: A pall of uncertainty hangs over the
public sector Kudremukh Iron Ore Company Limited
(KIOCL), with its mining lease getting over in July
and the government showing no signs — at least for
the time being — of extending it. The problem is that
the company’s mining area at Kudremukh is located
on the western ghats — on the periphery of a national
environmental park and barely 64 km (as the crow
flies) from the Arabian Sea.

‘The Union ministry for environment and forest is agi-
tated that open cast mining in the area is damaging the
flora and fauna.

Morcover, the afforestation programme taken up by
the company is not up to the mark, the ministry feels.
While the project has destroyed rosewood and sandal-
wood trees, the afforestation programme consists of
plantation of acacia. Though the company has planted
75 lakh acacia plants, they are not a substitute for the
trees destroyed. “For instance, the acacias do not have
the capability of withstanding winds of up to 120 km
per hour seen in this area. Moreover, it is felt the rain-
fall in Kudremukh is being affected.”

Kudremukh, which is in the Chikmagalur district of
Karnataka, receives an annual rainfall of 1000 cm. The

company claims that it has not replanted rosewood
trees because they take 40 years to grow to full size.
But the Karnataka government, which has to give the
licence extension, seems to be more influenced by the
Union ministry of environment and forest, and is now
having second thoughts on extension of the licence.
“Though the state government has not said no, even
verbally, it has not indicated that the licence will be
extended,” said a source. Right now, the official stance
of the state government is that the matter is under
examination. Meanwhile, a public interest litigation
has been filed in the Karnataka high court by local
environmental groups. This will also determine the
fate of the company.

What is worrying the company management is the
fact that its order book is full and is expected to see it
through for 14-15 months. Besides, an order from
Japan for iron ore, to be executed over a year, is
expected to be confirmed early March. “If the mines
have to be closed, then we will be in soup,” a company
source admitted. The 30-year mining licence was
granted in 1969. The company, which to start with had
a buy-back arrangement with Iran, began actual oper-
ations in 1976. But it is only from 1982 onwards that
operations were in full swing.




SC protects NGO from foresters

SONU JAIN
NEW DELHI, APRIL 29
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SPECIAL panel of the Supreme
ACoun yesterday gave protection

0 an NGO which has been al-
legedly targetted by forest officials for ex-
posing a series of violations of apex court
orders in Karanataka’s Kudremukh Na-
tional Park.

The NGO, Kudremukh Wildlife
Foundation (KWF), had been asked to
explain its source of funding and its
premises were raided by forest officials
last week. In its complaint to the SC’s
Central Empowered Committee, which
is supervising all forest cases, the KWF
had alleged that its offices were raided
because it highlighted a series of “viola-
tions” by forest officials. These ranged
from illegal removal of dead and fallen
bamboo to major violations like failure
to notify a portion of the national park,
despite an SC order.

The SC panel has now decided to set
up an independent inquiry and ordered
_that summons against the KWE issued

by the Forest Department, will be stayed
till the probe report s filed.

Incidentally, a probe had already
been ordered by the Chief Minister of
Karnataka.

“We have been wilfully targeted,”
said noted conservation biologist and
KWE advisor Ullas Karanth. He stressed
that the “fight” was not against the For-
est Department but two senior officials
— Deputy Conservator of Forests Anita
Arekal and Conservator of Forests K.S.
Sugura.

The NGO had questioned their deci-
sion to carve a new road through the na-
tional park’s evergreen forests. And had
also sought information on their overall
management plan for the park under the
Karnataka Right to Information Act
2000.

Denied the information, a complaint
was sent to the Principal Secretary, De-
partment of Personnel and Administra-
tive Reforms, who, in turn, recom-
mended disciplinary action on the
Conservator of Forests and his Deputy.
This was when the battlelines were

drawn.

A list of 78 questions was sent to the
NGO, ranging from their source of fund-
ing, registration details to permission re-
quired toworkwithin the forest. Charges
were later slapped under the Wildlife
Protection Act and the Karnataka Forest
Rules for trespassing in the park in 2001.
The DCF then issued summons to the
NGO on April 19.

Three days later, the DCF raided the
premises of Niren Jain, another KWF
member, and seized computers, diaries
and documents. Jain alleges that there
were no independent witnesses during
the search.

Both Arekal and Sugura were pre-
sent at the two-hour hearing today. Their
counsel questioned whether the commit-
tee had powers to entertain the NGO’s
application. Asked for his rection,
Arekal said: “I have nothing to say at this
point of time.”

_Besides Karanth, also present at the
hearing were Praveen Bhargava of
Wildlife First and KWF’s Niren Jain and
Sanjay Gubbi.







