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Parisara Samrakshana Kendra,Appiko Andolan Sirsi

CENTRAL GOVERNMENT REJECTS PERMISSION FOR ANKOLA — HUBLI RAIL LINE

The Ministry of Environment and Forests,(MoEF) Government of India has rejected the
proposed project to construct the new railway line of 164 kms between Hubli to Ankola in
Western Ghats, Karnataka.

This was one of the prestigious project for politicians from all political parties in North
Karnataka. Former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajapeyi laid the foundation stone for this
project in Hubli on 17" May 1999.

The construction work has progressed very slowly as the amount allocated was very meagre for
the huge work which required Rs. 2000 crores of rupees to complete. In fact the Southwestern
Railway was unable to spend Rs. 12 crores allocated for the project and they have laid rail line
for 34 kms from Hubli to Kalagatagi. They have also paid compensation to farmers who have
lost their land due to rail line. The Railways vaioleted the Forest Conservation Act (1980) by
taking up construction without the permission from Central Ministry of Environment & Forestry.
However, on the forestland, they were required to take permission from MoEF. Afteér 4 years of
investigation the MoEF in its letter F.No.8-134/03-FC (dt.11 June 2004)has rejected the
permission stating that "The construction of the proposed railway track from Hubli to Ankola for
transporting mainly iron ore has no much justification. On the other hand, this will simply be a
tragedy on the prime forests of Western Ghats and of the biological hot spot of the country. Vast
stretch of prime forest shall be subject to serious soil loss, biodiversity degradation, adverse
impact on hydrological system of major rivers and irreversible effect on fragile ecosystem of
Western Ghats"

The Ministry also observed that the rail distance between the existing and the proposed railway
track for which such a large area of beautiful forests and biological hot spot eco- fragile Western
Ghat should not be sacrificed and it will also not help to local people as no passenger trafic is
envisaged. It is proposed mainly for transportation of iron and manganese ores from Bellary —
Hospet region. The committee also considered that the mines are continuously depleting
resources, hence the utility of the proposed railway line may not exist in long run.

Parisara Samrakshana Kendra and Appiko Movement welcomes this decision of MoEF hailing it
as historic verdict to save the remaining tropical forests of Western Ghats. The politicians should
not press for the project as it will be a ecological disaster in the long run. We appeal to all the
political parties to accept this verdict and support the conservation of natural forests, which are
contributing to the benefit of Mankind.

Jairam Shigehalli Pandurang Hegde

For Parisara Samrakshana Kendra For Appiko Andolan August 8, 2004
Basavaraj Nilaya Sirsi, Karnataka Bangalore
Chowkimath email:appiko@sancharnet.in

Sirsi-581401

Ph: 08384-225139







