November 29, 1994

Mr.Jd J Roy Burman

Unit for Social Policy and Social Welfare Administration
Tata Institute of Social Science

Post Box No.8313

Sion Trombay Road

Bombay 400 088

Dear J J,

I have just returned to ADS after a month long tour of Uttara Kannada and
the 4 districts of Konkan region. We had organised a workshop on
conservation of indigenous rice varieties at Sirsi in collaboration with
Pandurang Hegde. Afterwards we went on a tour of Konkan region for
collection of indigenous rice varieties. It was a fascinating but
physically tiring experience.

I received a copy of your article on Devrais. I will send my comments in
4-5 days’ time.

You may perhaps be aware that the Overseas Development Administration
(ODA), UK is supporting a "Joint Forest Management” programme in Karnataka.
The project is to be implemented on a very big scale. So far, Pandurang
Hegde is the only person opposing the project in Karnataka. ODA has given
funds to funding agencies like Oxfam to "influence” its "partners” so that
participation of "people"” is ensured (assuming that the “partners" have an
excellent rapport with people at the grass roots).

Pandurang is of the firm opinion that "Joint Forest Management" (JFM) is a
misnomer and the project will only serve interests of the powerful timber
and pulp lobby, and the influential segments of society who do not
‘directly’ depend on forests for their survival. People whose subsistence
is based on forests will be denied access and this will lead to their
marginalisation. Moreover, the term “Joint" is misleading because all
decisions would be taken by ODA "experts” sitting in UK and actual
implementation (the physical labour) will be done by the local communities.




Pandurang is trying to put up a case against the ODA project but he is
seriously handicapped due to financial constraints and lack of support. He
is, however, putting up a single handed fight. An ODA appraisal mission is
visiting India during January-February, 1995 to finalise the project and
Pandurang will try and put up his case against the project during the
course of this appraisal.

I wanted to know if you can help Pandurang in any way. That could mean
sending relevant information on "JFM", understanding the ODA project and
writing articles in papers/magazines or actually collaborating with
Pandurang in this effort.

In any case, do write to Pandurang with your thought;on this matter. His
addrass is :

Environment Conservation Centre
Hulemalgi Building
Chowkimath, SIRSI

Uttara Kannada District
Karnataka 581 401

|l = (08384) 51
Fax : (08384) 5139

I will meet you whenever I come to Bombay.

With regards.
Yours sincerely,

&sis

Rajeev Khedkar
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Reader (Production)

November 6, 1998

Dear Pandu,

It was a pleasure meeting you during our visit to UK. We gained much from our
discussion with you and we look forward to your co-operation during our forthcoming
visits for video documentation of JFPM activities.

Ms. Manju Menon of Oxfam would be co-ordinating our next visit and would work
out a mutually convenient schedule for the same. Could you please send us the
address of the person who has a copy of your film in Bombay? We could not see the

film before leaving Sirsi. We would also appreciate a copy of Bharat Dogra’s booklet
on UK.

We look forward to being with yéu again. Do look us up if you come to Mumbai.
Warm regards,

Sincerely,

V%" cl‘/e\/ \/\ﬁ%’/\/ o~
Anjali Monteiro  K.P. yasmﬁaf

Mr. Pandurang Hegde

Prakruthi

Hulemalgi Building, Chowkimath
Sirsi,

Uttara Kannada
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