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The Haryana Wildlife Departrent proposes 1o set up 2 wildlife sanctuary at Bomi on 4282 hectares
{aronmd 12 000 acres), as this ares is rich in flors and fmma. This ares includes Khol Faitan, 8 protected
forest ares in Pelwali, Mandana, Asrewall and Bir Ghaggar. Originally, the Wildlife wing of the Forest
Diepartment had earmarked an area of over 50,000 aores. It was, however, asked to shrink the proposed area
under the sanciuary to 12 259 aoes

Hov 20, The Tribune
Winged visitors are here sgain / Bipin Bhardwaj
With winter sstting and the mertury falling, the winged visitors from Siberia are here again This time the
guests are on scheduled and they will be watched by bird lovers in various wetlands, parks and sanctuaries
located in Himachal Bradech, Punjab, Haryana, Union Temritary of Chandigarh and same other parts of the
ragion.

The firet flock of these m p‘rm‘n}'! hirde that arrived lact month-end w,
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week of his monin.

A record number of over 30,000 migratory birds of over 45 species have arrived in the Pong Dam reservoir
if1 MLE.N Vailey of Himachal Pradesh and over Ures GiNss more are KpE'CiE'd

After the Bhatarmr Sanctusry, the Pong Dam reservoir is the only place where the red-necked grebe halt
every yvear. The most cormnon species of the migratory birds *:lzat descend here inciude ruddy-shell duck,
har-headed EEE:E' millard, coot, pochar u, pintails and =L.11-:—.

Thesa birds come from China, Siberia, Central Asia Pakiztan and Ladakh and halt here en route their
uerunsnons i the Counry, H:mamas i ulu,m: and Forest authorities said,

The migratory birds were also spotted in Renuba lake in Simae and Fewalsar Iake in Mandi district.

After being cleared of the haige growth of hyacinth on the water shest by the Arrny authorities, the Harike
Wildlife Sanctuary in Ferozepors, Punjab, has attracted 25 000 to 30,000 birds of various species so far.
The wild growth had engulfed a section of the water body leavi ing little space for the rehabilitation of the
birds. Apart frorn Sultanpur Hational Park near Giwrgeon, Bhindswas Wildlife Sanctuary near Thajjar in
Haryana, Eanjli, Breta, Hargobindpur, Thein Dam, Ropar, Chhat Bir Zoo water feahire and some other
known wetlands of the region have also received flocks of these birds.

As per the reporis of the Haryana Wildlife departraent more than 1,500 roigratory birds of 25 species,
including four avocets, three purple herons, four marshall’s iors, 2 Jeceans, Conmorant many more were
noticed in Sultanpur Wational Park and Bhindawas Wildlife Sanctuary last weelk.

Triring a visit to the Chhat Bir Zo0 the Tribune Tearn saw the water feature dotied with more than 3500
migratory birds. There was a flutter of wings as Tribume lensman Eararn Singh targeted his camers to shoot
thern. Birds that have arived at Chhat Bir Zoo inchude tufted pochard, mallard duck, wigeon, shoveller,
common teal, pintail duck, gadwall, Indian moorhens, nakia, spot bill, brahminy duck and painted stork,
confinmed r Vinod Shama, Chisf Warden, (Zoos), Punjab,

Tomus had covered over 40 per cent of the lake area last year. B this year that cover has been removed and
the vast water cheet has attracted more birds this vesr, he claimed

The arrival of the migratory birds is less in Sukhng Lake in Chandigarh becanse of the ongoing waler sports
and the visitors who throng this tourist spot frequentiy.
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The tribune Pong Lake: Popular with winged visitors

Rajendra Rajan

IT'S a winter momning An intenze cold breeze grips the visitors as sun begins to unfold gradusally on the
vast Pong reservoir. Winged guests from Siberia and Central Asian countries slowly start descending on the
blue waters. By noon one can see the entire expanse of the Shahnahar barrage dotted with dark ‘pearls’.
Being one of the largest man-made wetlands in the country, Pong Lake in KEangra district of Himachal
Pradesh attracts more than 230 species of migratory and resident birds, Renamed Masharana Pratap Sagar
Bandh a few years 820, the rezervoir offers an Opportunity to nahure lovers to meet some of the world’s
Faost eXotic birds.

The artificial Pong Lake is spread over 307 sqkm It is 415 km long and 19 km wide during rainy season
The HP Government has declared the Pong reservoir as a sanciuary for the protection and propagation of
wildlife, while the Ministry of Environment declared it & national wetland in 1904

As early as in 1920, a British Police Officer recarded 27 species of birds around the Beas river. Prior to
1976, the Beas flowed in the region Thousands of families were displaced for the construction of Dong
Dam.

The lake is an excellent feeding ground for certain insectivorous, herbivorous, wading and diving water
birds. Some of the conmon birds visiting the lake are Brahminy ducks, sarus crane, black-necked grebes,
red-necked grebes, large cormorants, Indian shag, darter, eastern grey heron, pintails, large egrets, little
egrets, cattke egrets, black stork, bar-headed goose, mallards, zadwalls, wigeons, shovllers, common
pochards, white-eyed pochards, tufted duck, Indian moorhens, Indian purple moorhens, coots, great black-
headed gulls, black-headad gulls, little zulls, river tems, osprey and marsh harriers. The red-necked grebe
was sighted in this wetland for the first time in February 1080,

The wetlands in Europe and North and Central Asia freeze during winters and the food supply becomes
Inadequate under snow cover. Millions of water birds after breeding in summer undertake Jjoumeys along
the major river valleys ia and the western Pacific regions to spend winter in more

congenisal climatic conditions of the Indian subcontinent. A massive mmber of migratory water birds visit
the Pong wetland every year and add to the natural beauty of this area They generally start reaching Pong
Lake from October onwards and begin their journey back during the end of March. According to the survey
done by the wildlife wing, about 70,000 migratary birds were counted during the year 2000-2001.

The census of migratary birds in the Pong reservoir is taken in February every year by the wildlife wing of
the Forest Department. The entire lake area is divided into eight segments. Rowing boats are used to avoid

2002, there were as many as 1,14,082 migratory birds,. It

and pintails had gone up considersbly. A number of bar-headed geese, Brahminy ducks were found in
green fields, Black stork was sighted on Diecember 14, 2002, after a period of about 15 years. It is generally
found in marshes, freshwater lakes and fields. This bird was seen in a small pond on the shore of the lake.
Black stork, 2 camnivorous, breeds in Eurasia and is a winter migrant to northen Indis. White stork and
white-necked stork were also sighted this year in the sanctuary area after a long pericd. Intensive patrolling
and supervision is being done in and around Pong Lake to shield these winter guests from poachers.

The Pong reservoir has four islands: two of which — Rainsar and Karu — have plenty of space apart from
8 congenial habitat for the winter guests. All the four islands with rich flors and fams provide an sttractive
base for the birds.

Despite its various attractions — migratory

rernain a secluded spot. This may be becaus







